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Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know  

and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown;  
will you let my name be known; 

Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 
 

Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you’ve found  
to re-shape the world around, 

Through my sight and touch and sound in you  
and you in me? 

 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you  
but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 
In your company I’ll go where your love  

and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 WAYS TO WORSHIP: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
 
 

RADIO 
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.  

You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7  
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com 

 
 

FACEBOOK 
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live  

at First Presbyterian Church of Americus 
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church  

Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/ 
 
 

CHURCH WEBSITE  
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream  

is complete, the live stream will be on our church website  
 www.americuspresbyterian.org  

 
 

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING: 
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal  

hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/  

  

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, 

Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
      Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller    Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                
  Blanche Palmer      Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 
 

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Mary Catron 

Russ and Jo Childers 
 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
~Prayers are asked for Peggy Minor 

 

~ We extend our condolences to the Krenson family with the death of  
Bill Krenson’s mother, Agnes Grace Crump.  

Condolences may be sent to: 
Bill and Meda Krenson 

811 South Lee Street, Americus, GA 31709 
(229) 942-7493 (cell) 

 
 

 

~ Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 

 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  

- Tim & Lois Hunter,  Spoken Worldwide 
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  

 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you 
would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 

http://www.americusradio.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/


Work’s Cited 
 ~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 2022 CHURCH CALENDAR   
FEBRUARY ELDER OF THE MONTH - Carrie Hawkins 

 

SESSION (Ruling Elders): 
Class of 2022                Class of 2023           Class of 2024 
Jim Buffaloe                  Meda Krenson        Tom Collins 
Cynthia Richmond       Sharon Parks          Carrie Hawkins 
Earl Williams                Joy Thompson          Sharon McFarland (clerk)    
 

2022 Corporation Officers  
President: Meda Krenson 

Vice President: Sharon Parks 
Secretary: Sharon McFarland  

Chief Financial Officer: Bill Krenson 
 

 

- PRESBYTERY FINANCE COMMITTEE ~ The Presbytery of Flint River Finance meeting 
will meet at our church on Thursday, February 17th at 2:00pm.  
 
- SESSION MEETING, Tuesday, February 22nd at 6:00pm. 
 
 

- MARCIA SEYMOUR VACATION DAY, Tuesday, March 1st. 
 
- ASH WEDNESDAY, Wednesday, March 2nd at 6:00pm. 
 
- ST PATRICK’S GSW MEAL, Wednesday, March 9th 11:00am - 1:00pm. 
 
- GRAVESIDE SERVICE FOR TOM MCFARLAND’S MOTHER, Ruth McFarland will be on 
Friday, March 11th at 2:00pm at Andersonville. Our congregation will be providing a 
meal for the family on March 11 at 11:30am.  
 
- FLINT RIVER PRESBYTERY COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY MEETING at our church on 
Thursday, March 17th from 10:00am to noon.  
 
 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF AMERICUS, GEORGIA 
Chapter 23 in The Story 

February 20, 2022 
 

Jesus’ Ministry Begins 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, pianist  
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                             
Once again Jesus went out beside the lake. A large crowed came to him, and he began 
to teach them. As he walked along, he saw Levi sitting at the tax collector’s booth.  

“Follow me,” Jesus told him,  
and Levi got up and followed him.  

While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many tax collectors and sinners were 
eating with him and his disciples, for there were many who followed him. When the 
teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw Jesus eating with the sinners and tax  
collectors, they asked his disciples: “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 

On hearing this, Jesus said to them,  
“It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  
I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing,  
he sent his disciples to ask him,  
“Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?” 

Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see:  
The blind receive sight, the lame walk,  
those who have leprosy are cleansed,  
the deaf hear, the dead are raised,  
and the good news is proclaimed to the poor.”  

 
*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #267, insert)..................................................................... 

“Come, Christians, Join to Sing”   

 
 
 

 

  



 

  

 

 

 

 

Judas Iscariot ~ One of Jesus’ twelve apostles; eventually betrayed Jesus to trial and 
death; Iscariot probably means “man of Kerioth,” a village in the tribe of Judah. 
Mary ~ Mother of James and Joseph; sister of Mary the mother of Jesus; wife of  
Cleopas; name means “loved by God.” 
Mary Magdalene ~ Delivered from demons by Jesus; first witness to the resurrected 
Jesus; name means “loved by God.” 
Matthew ~ One of Jesus’ twelve apostles; a former tax collector called to follow Jesus; 
author of the gospel that bears his name; also called Levi; name means “gift of the 
Lord.” 
Nathanael ~ See Bartholomew 
Nicodemus ~ A Pharisee who visited Jesus in the night, probably to hide his associa-
tion; asked penetrating questions and received revealing answers; eventually  
proclaimed his commitment to Christ publicly, assisted in Jesus; burial; name means 
“conqueror of the people.” 
Peter ~ One of Jesus’ twelve apostles; a leader among Jesus’ inner circle and in the 
early church; a man of bold proclamations; humbled by his own failures but restored 
by Jesus’ grace; author of two epistles; originally named Simon; called Cephas, Aramaic 
form of “rock,” by Jesus; name is Greek for “rock.” 
Pharisees ~ From an Aramaic word signifying “to separate”; originated in the second 
half of the second century B.C.; focused on strict legal observance; stressed the  
external, formal, and mechanical adherence at the expense of true righteousness.  
Philip ~ One of Jesus’ twelve apostles; from Bethsaida, the same city as Andrew and 
Peter; name means “lover of horses.” 
Sadducees ~ Greek from of the Hebrew zaddukim, derived from Zadok, said to have 
founded the sect; aristocratic and politically conservative; doctrinally opposed to the 
teaching of the Pharisees; denied the resurrection. 
Samaritan Woman ~ Unnamed woman who conversed with Jesus; received one of 
Jesus; most straightforward statements of self-disclosure in the Gospels; experienced a 
radical conversion and led others to Jesus. 
Simon the Zealot ~ one of Jesus’ twelve apostles; probably a member of a fanatical 
sect of Zealots before following Jesus; name means “hearing.” 
Susanna ~ One of the female disciples who helped fund Jesus’ ministry.  
Thaddaeus ~ One of Jesus’ twelve apostles; also called Judas; name means “praise”. 
Thomas ~ One of Jesus’ twelve apostles; asked hard questions and looked for solid  
answers; sometimes lacked faith; name means “twin.” 



 

 

 

 

Cast of Biblical Characters 

Andrew ~ One of Jesus’ twelve apostles; Simon Peter’s brother; first disciple; left fish-
ing trade to follow Jesus; name means “manly.” 

Bartholomew ~ One of Jesus’s twelve apostles; may have been Nathanael 
(mentioned in John’s gospel); name means “son of Talmai.” 

Elizabeth ~ John the Baptist’s mother; name means “God is my oath.” 

Herod Antipas ~ Son of Herod the Great; ruled in Galilee; married the wife of his 
half brother, Herod Philip; murdered John the Baptist; was part of Jesus’ trial; eventu-
ally died in exile. 

Herod the Great ~ King of Judea when Jesus was born; a murderous ruler who 
posed as a Jewish king; built the temple Jesus worshiped in; name means “heroic.” 

James ~ Son of Alphaeus; one of Jesus’ twelve apostles; Jesus’ brother or near rela-
tive; witness to the resurrection; author of the New Testament letter of James. 

James ~ Son of Zebedee; one of Jesus; twelve apostles; brother of John; left his 
work as a fisherman to follow Jesus; part of Jesus’ inner circle; name a form of 
“Jacob.” 

Jesus ~ Born of a virgin; descendant of David & Adam; God in human form; the Son 
of God; the hero of The Story; name is the Greek form of Joshua, “the Lord is salva-
tion”; Christ is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew Messiah, which means “anointed,” 
indicating Christ’s kingship; frequent run-ins with demons, disease, & religious lead-
ers.  

Joanna ~ Wife of Chuza; one of the female disciples who helped fund Jesus’ minis-
try; witnessed the empty tomb.  

John ~ Son of Zebedee; one of Jesus’ twelve apostles’ brother of James; believed to 
be “the beloved disciple”; author of the gospel that bears his name, three epistles, 
and the apocalyptic book that closes the canon; banished to the Isle of Patmos; died 
in Ephesus having lived more than ninety years; name means “the Lord is gracious.” 

John the Baptist ~ Son of Zechariah and Elizabeth; the forerunner of Jesus, prepar-
ing the way for the Messiah; fearless prophet; murdered by Herod Antipas; name 
means “the Lord is gracious.” 

 

 

 SCRIPTURE                         Matthew 4: 18-25 
18 As Jesus walked alongside the Galilee Sea, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is 
called Peter, and Andrew, throwing fishing nets into the sea, because they were  
fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” he said, “and I’ll show you how to fish for  
people.” 20 Right away, they left their nets and followed him. 21 Continuing on, he 
saw another set of brothers, James the son of Zebedee and his brother John. They 
were in a boat with Zebedee their father repairing their nets. Jesus called them 
and 22 immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 
 

23 Jesus traveled throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues. He announced the 
good news of the kingdom and healed every disease and sickness among the  
people. 24 News about him spread throughout Syria. People brought to him all those 
who had various kinds of diseases, those in pain, those possessed by demons, those 
with epilepsy, and those who were paralyzed, and he healed them. 25 Large crowds  
followed him from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and from the areas  
beyond the Jordan River. 
 

Matthew 9: 9-13 

9 As Jesus continued on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at a kiosk 
for collecting taxes. He said to him, “Follow me,” and he got up and followed 
him. 10 As Jesus sat down to eat in Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners 
joined Jesus and his disciples at the table. 
 

11 But when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher 
eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 
 

12 When Jesus heard it, he said, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor, but sick people 
do. 13 Go and learn what this means: I want mercy and not sacrifice. I didn’t come to 
call righteous people, but sinners.”   
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
              
 
*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #726, insert).................................................................... 

“Will You Come and Follow Me”  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Called by God 
 

O God, giver of all good gifts, 
you have given me life. 

You have bestowed upon me your love 
and that love includes your plans for me. 

 

What am I to do? 
All life is a call and a response. 

I pray for grace to hear God’s voice 
and a heart to respond. 

I am ready to listen. 
 

Help me to listen to the rhythm of each day, day by day, 
so that I am not overwhelmed with thoughts of the future. 

Yet guide me into that future so that I know who and whose I am. 
 

I shall listen. 
I shall listen to the voices of those witnesses who have lived before me. 

I shall listen to those who are here to give me guidance and encouragement, 
for it is clear that whatever plans you have for me, 

I will never journey alone. 
 

I will listen to my feelings as I grow and change, 
processes that I know will be lifelong. 

I shall listen to you. 
 

And even though I want easy answers, 
I know that what you want is a relationship. 

So when I answer you, 
may my response be to my potential 

and to your love of all creatures on your good earth. 
Let me serve with the gifts you give me. 

 

O God, I know that vocation is truly a gift of your love. 
What am I to do? 

I am ready to listen. 
 

~ posted on Consider Your Call.org 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE.............................................“Follow”……………………………………..…..………................... 
Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 

OFFERTORY  
 

 
*DOXOLOGY (Glory to God 606)………………………………………………………..………………………... 

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

God of the wilderness, 
We give these offerings in gratitude, 

rejoicing in the abundance of your gifts to us. 
We give these offerings in faith, 

trusting that you will provide for our needs. 
We give these offerings in hope, 

knowing you can use them to spread your love in this world. 
And with these offerings, we give ourselves; 

May we live with generous hearts, with open hands. Amen 
     
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #442, insert).................................................................... 
 

“Just as I Am, without One Plea”       
 
            

*BENEDICTION              
 
 
*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..….…...…............................... Camron Cummings, pianist  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


