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The gospels are clear: when Jesus was arrested, his disciples fled for their lives. 
They abandoned their teacher and fled to safety. Clearly, there were no heroes in 
this group of followers. So why in the world would these same disciples stand 
up – just a few months later – and risk their lives by publicly proclaiming a  
message they knew was a lie? Only fifty days following the resurrection, the 

same Peter who had been unwilling even to admit a passing acquaintance with 
Jesus stood up in the public square and preached boldly in Jesus’ name. 

The Story is real. 
The resurrection is real. 

Jesus is alive. 
 

 



 

First Presbyterian Church of Americus, Georgia 
March 20, 2022 

3rd Sunday in Lent 
Chapter 27 in The Story: The Resurrection 

 

 
Prepare your hearts for worship 

Come, all who are thirsty. Come, all who are seeking. Come, all who are waiting. 
Come, all who need rest. Come, all who dream dreams. 

Come — whether you’re young or old, confident or curious, 
lonely or hopeful. 

This is God’s house. All are welcome here. Let us worship holy God. 
 

 
 
 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                         Camron Cummings, pianist  
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                  Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                   
Two women walked in sadness to the tomb  
where the body of Jesus had been laid. 

Lord, we seek you on this day. 
The man in the tomb said, “He is not here; for he has been raised.” 

He is alive? 
Yes, the Lord is no longer in the tomb, for he has been raised.  

Christ the Lord is risen today! 
Hallelujah! 

Hallelujah, the Lord lives! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #268, insert).................................................................... 
“Crown Him with Many Crowns”  

 
MINUTE OF PRAISE FOR MISSION…………………………………….…...Elder Cynthia Richmond 

The church is excited and grateful for the mission funds raised for the school Cynthia 
Richmond works at. Over $400 has been raised for the PBIS Crisp County Middle 

School fund and we are grateful. 
 

    

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, 

Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 
 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
      Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller    Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                
  Blanche Palmer      Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 
 

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Darryl and Cara Hawkins 

Carrie Hawkins 
Ella Hawkins 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
 

~ Brenda Allen, friend of Richard Pollette, has had a stroke and is recovering at home. 
 

~ Please keep Cathy Clark Reynold’s mom in your prayers. She fell and cracked pelvis 
X2 & vertebrae. She is in a Warner Robins Hospital.  

 

~ Please keep Cathy Clark Reynold's in your prayers. She fell and has a transverse  
process fracture of her L1 & L2. She also cracked her ribs. All of these injuries will heal 

over time, but as they slowly heal she will need plenty of rest and stillness. Please 
keep Cathy in your prayers as she works through the long process of recovery!  

Correspondence may be sent to:  
113 Hurt Drive 

Cordele, GA  31015  
 

~ Prayers are asked for Peggy Minor 
 

~ Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 

 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  

- Tim & Lois Hunter,  Spoken Worldwide 
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  

 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you 
would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 



MARCH 2022 CHURCH CALENDAR   
MARCH ELDER OF THE MONTH - Sharon McFarland 

APRIL ELDER OF THE MONTH - Tom Collins 

 
 
 

- LENT AND LUNCH BIBLE STUDY, Wednesday March 16th, 23rd, 30th , in the Church 
Parlor, from 12:00 noon to 1:00 pm. Lunch is provided. 
 
 

- FLINT RIVER PRESBYTERY COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY MEETING at our Church on 
Thursday, March 17th from 10:00am to noon.  
 
 
 

- SESSION MEETING, Tuesday, March 22nd at 6:00pm. 
 
 
 

- PASTOR SOMMER VACATION, April 4th - 8th 

 
 
 

- RETIRED EDUCATORS WILL MEET in the Church Fellowship Hall Friday, April 8th and 
May 13th from  11:00 am - 1:00pm 

 
 
 

- CHURCH GARDEN WORK DAY - Are you interested in getting your hands dirty in 
God's green earth? Our church has a wonderful church garden and on Sunday, April 
10th we are going to work together after worship in the church garden planting seeds 
and getting the space ready for new life. You are invited to come to worship in casual 
attire or bring an extra set of clothes.  
 
 
 

- HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SERVICES - Every day during Holy Week there will be a 
12:00pm noon worship service, followed by a light lunch, at different churches in our 
community.  

WORSHIP AT 12:00PM - LUNCH AT 12:30PM 

Monday, April 11                           First Baptist Church 
Tuesday, April 12                           Bethesda Baptist Church 
Wednesday, April 13                     First Methodist Church 
Thursday, April 14                         Koinonia (worship & lunch will be in the dining hall)  
Friday, April 15                               Calvary Episcopal Church 
 
 

- MAUNDY THURSDAY - An evening Maundy Thursday worship service will be held on 
Thursday, April 14 at 6:00pm  
 
 

- EASTER - Easter Sunday falls on Sunday, April 17th. We are looking forward to a 
beautiful day of worship!  

  

 

 CALL TO CONFESSION 
There is something so healing, so life-giving, about telling our stories. 

In the prayer of confession, that is what we get to do. 
The mask comes off. Any pretense of perfection is removed. 

We let the pressure to perform slip away and we sit here, 
face to face with God, sharing honestly who we long to be. 

Friends, there is healing here. 
There is life to be gained here. 

So join me in this moment of honesty. Join me in the prayer of confession. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy God, 
we treat our self-worth like something that can be bought at a store; 
but you know this even better than we do. 
Instead of trusting that we are made good, 
instead of trusting that we are loved exactly as we are, 
we stockpile our value in earthly things— 
in trophies and awards, in likes and follows, in wealth and power. 
Forgive us for creating our own measuring stick. 
Heal our open wounds and tell our hearts that we won’t be forgotten  
if we slow down. We won’t be forgotten if we rest.  
Gratefully we pray, amen. 

 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
Friends, take a deep breath. Release the tension in your jaw. There is good news here. 

We are loved. We are claimed. We are under God’s wing.  
We are worthy of grace. We belong to God. Amen. 

For even when we stumble, 
even when we take the easy way out, 

even when we forget our own self-worth, 
even when we lose our way—we belong to God. 

 
 



  

Work’s Cited 
 ~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 

~Lent Prayers adapted from a prayer by Rev. Sarah Are Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 
 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
God of today and tomorrow, we would like to ask that you scoop us up. 

Pick us up like a great gust of wind. Light a fire in us like tomorrow depends on today. 
Do all of this to get our attention and then turn us toward you.  

We are a scattered people, God. 
The world is moving faster than we can keep up. So we pray—scoop us up.  

Catch our eye. Open our ears. Capture our attention. We are here.  
We long to be close to you. Amen. 

 
 
 
FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON:                                                                         Luke 24: 1-12 

The empty tomb 
Very early in the morning on the first day of the week, the women went to the tomb, 
bringing the fragrant spices they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away 
from the tomb, 3 but when they went in, they didn’t find the body of the Lord  
Jesus. 4 They didn’t know what to make of this. Suddenly, two men were standing  
beside them in gleaming bright clothing. 5 The women were frightened and bowed 
their faces toward the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the 
living among the dead? 6 He isn’t here, but has been raised. Remember what he told 
you while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of God must be handed over to  
sinners, be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” 8 Then they remembered his 
words. 9 When they returned from the tomb, they reported all these things to the 
eleven and all the others. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of 
James, and the other women with them who told these things to the  
apostles. 11 Their words struck the apostles as nonsense, and they didn’t believe the  
women. 12 But Peter ran to the tomb. When he bent over to look inside, he saw only 
the linen cloth. Then he returned home, wondering what had happened.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON:               Luke 24: 36-53 

Jesus appears to the disciples 
36 While they were saying these things, Jesus himself stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you!” 37 They were terrified and afraid. They thought they were 
seeing a ghost. 
 
38 He said to them, “Why are you startled? Why are doubts arising in your 
hearts? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It’s really me! Touch me and see, for a ghost 
doesn’t have flesh and bones like you see I have.” 40 As he said this, he showed them 
his hands and feet. 41 Because they were wondering and questioning in the midst of 
their happiness, he said to them, “Do you have anything to eat?” 42 They gave him a 
piece of baked fish. 43 Taking it, he ate it in front of them. 
 
44 Jesus said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 
you—that everything written about me in the Law from Moses, the Prophets, and the 
Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the  
scriptures. 46 He said to them, “This is what is written: the Christ will suffer and rise 
from the dead on the third day, 47 and a change of heart and life for the forgiveness of 
sins must be preached in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are 
witnesses of these things. 49 Look, I’m sending to you what my Father promised, but 
you are to stay in the city until you have been furnished with heavenly power.” 
 
Ascension of Jesus 
50 He led them out as far as Bethany, where he lifted his hands and blessed 
them. 51 As he blessed them, he left them and was taken up to heaven. 52 They  
worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem overwhelmed with joy. 53 And they were 
continuously in the temple praising God.   
  

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     

 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #246, insert).................................................................... 
V 

verse 1,2,5  
“Christ Is Alive!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Resurrection Biblical Characters  
 

Chief Priests ~ Asked Pilate to make Jesus’ tomb secure and conspired with the guard 
to cover up the resurrection. 
Cleopas ~ One of the two travelers on the Emmaus road who met the risen Christ; 
gave witness to the apostles of Jesus’ resurrection; name means “renowned father.” 
James ~ One of Jesus’ twelve apostles; witnessed Jesus; resurrection; while fishing 
with Peter, met the resurrected Jesus on the banks of Galilee. 
Jesus ~ Born of a virgin; descendant of David and Adam; God in human form; the 
Son of God; the hero of The Story; defeated sin and death on the cross and in his  
resurrection. 
John ~ One of Jesus’ twelve apostles; the “disciple whom Jesus loved” who ran with 
Peter to witness the empty tomb; took care of Mary, mother of Jesus; author of the 
gospel that bears his name.  
Joseph of Arimathea ~ Jewish man who donated his tomb for Jesus; body; bravely 
requested Jesus’ body from Pilate; name means “may [God] add.” 
Mary ~ Mother of James. Present at the crucifixion; went early on the third day to 
anoint Jesus’ body; discovered the empty tomb. 
Mary Magdalene ~ Delivered from demons by Jesus; present at the crucifixion; went 
early on the third day to anoint Jesus; body; the first person on record to have  
encountered the risen Christ. 
Nathanael ~ Also called Bartholomew; one of Jesus’ twelve apostles; while fishing 
with Peter, met the resurrected Jesus on the banks of Galilee. 
Nicodemus ~ A Pharisee who questioned Jesus early in his ministry; a disciple;  
defended him before the Sanhedrin; provided myrrh and aloes for anointing Jesus’ 
body.  
Peter ~ Raced with John to the empty tomb; jumped from a fishing boat to be with 
the risen Lord; personally commissioned to feed Jesus’ sheep, the church. 
Thomas ~ One of Jesus’ twelve apostles; asked hard questions and looked for solid 
answers; sometimes lacked faith; refused to accept the testimony of his fellow  
apostles and disciples; insisted he would need to put his fingers in Jesus’ wounds; 
quickly believed after seeing the resurrected Jesus; while fishing with Peter, again met 
the resurrected Jesus on the banks of Galilee.  
 



MESSAGE.........................“History’s greatest mystery…the church”………………………..……
          Pastor Sommer Bower 

 

OFFERTORY  

 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Glory to God 606)…………………….………………………………..………………………... 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Amen 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*HYMN (The United Methodist Hymnal #176, insert).................................................... 
“Majesty, Worship His Majesty” 

 

*BENEDICTION         
 
 

*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..….…...…...............................Camron Cummings, pianist  

 
 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
 

 

    


