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“Studies for the Conversion of the Jailer before Saint Paul and Silas”  
By Nicolas de Plattemontagne  

 

The book of Acts is about the activities of the apostles. More specifically we 
could say it is about the spread of the gospel through the apostolic minis-

try. The book of Acts tells the story of how the gospel spread from a Jewish  
subculture into every culture. On the day of Pentecost fire appeared.  

The Holy Spirit fell on all the believers gathered together. The Holy Spirit 
filled them and remained with them, empowering them for the mission that 
Jesus had given to them, to be witnesses to the nations. The people of God 
now become God’s holy temple, replacing the man-made temple of stones 
and bricks. The opening chapters of the book of Acts give us a picture of 
what it looks like when God comes to live with – and in – human beings.  

 
 

 

 



First Presbyterian Church of Americus 
Chapter 28 in The Story: New Beginnings 

March 27, 2022 ~ 4th Sunday in Lent 
 
 

Prepare your hearts for Worship 
God’s love is constant. God’s wisdom is vast. God’s hope is stubborn. 

God’s presence is here— 
with us, among us, moving through us. 

Breathe easy. Breathe deeply. 
We are in God’s house. 

Let us worship the One who welcomes us home. 
 
 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                         Camron Cummings, pianist  
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                  Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                   
Come, sing a new song of worship. 

Come, sing a new song of praise. 
Today is a day of a promise fulfilled. 

With joy we celebrate the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Today we celebrate a day when power and comfort flowed. 

Today we celebrate a day of hope and inspiration. 
A day when the Holy Spirit was revealed in flaming glory 

and the glory was given to the people. 
The fire of the Holy Spirit lives on in us. 
Sing praises! 

We sing praises, indeed! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #260, insert).................................................................... 
“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus ”  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, 

Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 
 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
      Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller    Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                
  Blanche Palmer      Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 
 

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
 

Jim and Nancy Herron 
Nate Herron; Mitch and Riley 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 

 
 

~ Brenda Allen, friend of Richard Pollette, has had a stroke and is recovering at home. 
 

~ Please keep Cathy Clark Reynold’s mom, Julia Toms, in your prayers. She fell and 
cracked pelvis X2 & vertebrae. She is in a Warner Robins Hospital.  

 

~ Prayers are asked for Peggy Minor 
 

~ Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 

 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  

- Tim & Lois Hunter,  Spoken Worldwide 
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  

 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you 
would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 

  



 

 MARCH 2022 CHURCH CALENDAR   
MARCH ELDER OF THE MONTH - Sharon McFarland 

APRIL ELDER OF THE MONTH - Tom Collins 

 
 

- LENT AND LUNCH BIBLE STUDY, Wednesday March 16th, 23rd, 30th , in the Church 
Parlor, from 12:00 noon to 1:00 pm. Lunch is provided. 
 
 
 

- SESSION MEETING, Tuesday, March 22nd at 6:00pm. 
 
 
 

- PASTOR SOMMER VACATION, April 4th - 8th 

 
 
 

- RETIRED EDUCATORS WILL MEET in the Church Fellowship Hall Friday, April 8th and 
May 13th from  11:00 am - 1:00pm 

 
 
 

- CHURCH GARDEN WORK DAY - Are you interested in getting your hands dirty in 
God's green earth? Our church has a wonderful church garden and on Sunday, April 
10th we are going to work together after worship in the church garden planting seeds 
and getting the space ready for new life. You are invited to come to worship in casual 
attire or bring an extra set of clothes.  
 
 
 

- HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SERVICES - Every day during Holy Week there will be a 
12:00pm noon worship service, followed by a light lunch, at different churches in our 
community.  

WORSHIP AT 12:00PM - LUNCH AT 12:30PM 

Monday, April 11                           First Baptist Church 
Tuesday, April 12                           Bethesda Baptist Church 
Wednesday, April 13                     First Methodist Church 
Thursday, April 14                         Koinonia (worship & lunch will be in the dining hall)  
Friday, April 15                               Calvary Episcopal Church 
 
 

- MAUNDY THURSDAY - An evening Maundy Thursday worship service will be held on 
Thursday, April 14 at 6:00pm  
 
 

- EASTER - Easter Sunday falls on Sunday, April 17th. We are looking forward to a 
beautiful day of worship!  

CALL TO CONFESSION 
If you ask any parent with a teenager what it’s like to wait up for their child to meet 

curfew, they will tell you—they’re standing at the door. The porch light is on. 
 No one can sleep until that child is home safe. 

Friends, I think God is like that for us. The porch light is on. The door is unlocked.  
We might be late for curfew, but God is just so glad we’re home. 

So let us pray the prayer of confession together, trusting that no matter what we do or 
what we leave undone, the porch light is always on. Let us pray. . . 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

The disciples proclaiming Jesus as Messiah after a period of doubt,  
makes sense.  
We know this story. 
It sounds like ours. 
Who among us hasn’t at one point said no to God and yes to societal    
pressures?  
For who among us hasn’t burned a bridge?  
Who among us hasn’t forgotten that we belong to one another and to 
God?  

 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 

Friends, we worship a God who is extravagant in mercy and excessive in grace.  
God called the disciples to preach about Jesus’ resurrection, even when they deserted 
Jesus in his darkest hour. God forgave and they shared the good news so powerfully 
that it transformed people’s lives. For no matter how many times we run, no matter 

how far we go or how lost we get, God is standing at the end of the driveway waiting 
for us. The doors are open. The feast is for you. This grace is extravagant.  

Thanks be to God, amen. 
 

 

  



  

Judas the Galilean ~ Led a failed rebellion; referenced by Gamaliel in his defense of 
the apostles before the Sanhedrin. 

King Herod ~ Herod Agrippa I; grandson of Herod the Great; persecuted the early 
church to gain favor with the Jews. 

Lame man ~ Unnamed man; healed by Peter and John on their way to the temple. 

Mark ~ Also called John Mark; a relative of Barnabas; author of the gospel that bears 
his name.  

Mary ~ Mother of Mark (John Mark); prayer meeting in her home visited by Peter 
after his miraculous escape from prison.  

Paul ~ Originally called Saul (“demanded”); a highly educated Pharisee; a zealous man 
who initially opposed the Way of Jesus; radically converted when he encountered the 
risen Lord; planted churches throughout the first-century world; authored most of the 
New Testament; name means “small.” 

Peter ~ An apostle of Jesus; key leader in the early church; preached the great Pente-
cost sermon through which three thousand were baptized; helped open the door to 
Gentile inclusion in the church; put on trial and jailed by religious leaders for his con-
fession of Jesus Christ.  

Philip ~ Apostle of Jesus; after the persecution in Jerusalem that followed Stephen ’s 
murder, went to proclaim the gospel in a city in Samaria; did many signs in his minis-
try. 

Rhoda ~ Servant in Mary’s (mother of Mark) household; had a difficult time convinc-
ing other believers that the Lord had answered their prayers and freed Peter from 
prison; name means “rose.” 

Simon ~ A friend of Peter’s; name means “hearing.” 

Stephen ~ The first Christian martyr; a Greek-speaking Jew; one of the seven entrust-
ed with administration of relief funds in the Jerusalem church; a distinguished speaker 
filled with faith; forgave the Jewish leaders even as they stoned him to death; name 
means “crown.” 

Theophilus ~ Person to whom the gospel of Luke and Acts of the Apostles is  
addressed; means “God lover.” 
 

  



 

 Cast of Biblical Characters in the Pentecost Story 
 

Alexander ~ A member of the high priest’s family; present at Peter and John’s trial; 
name means “defender of man.” 

Ananias ~ A disciple from Damascus; called by Jesus to restore Paul’s sight; helped 
instruct Paul; name means “protected by the Lord.” 

Annas ~ High Priest who questioned Peter and John; also involved in the trial of Je-
sus; name means “grace.” 

Barnabas ~ Jewish Christian; helped oversee the church in Antioch; friend and com-
panion of Paul on missionary journeys; name means “son of encouragement.” 

Blastus ~ Personal servant of Herod Agrippa I; name means “buds or brings forth.” 

Caiphas ~ High priest who questioned Peter and John; antagonized the early believ-
ers; name means “depression.” 

Cornelius ~A Roman centurion; from Caesarea; a God-fearer; as a result of Peter’s 
visit, he and his whole family accepted the gospel and, like the Jewish believers at 
Pentecost, spoke in tongues; among the first of the Gentiles to be brought into the 
covenant community; name means “of a horn.” 

Gamaliel ~ Grandson of Rabbi Hillel; a Pharisee of importance; instructed Paul as a 
young man; advised moderation and tolerance in the Sanhedrin’s approach to the 
early Christians. 

James ~ Son of Zebedee; brother of John; apostle of Jesus Christ; put to death with 
the sword by King Herod. 

Jesus ~ Risen Lord and Savior; God incarnate; spent forty days following his resur-
rection teaching his disciples.  

John ~ Apostle of Jesus Christ; leader in the early church. 

John ~ Member of the high priest’s family; present at Peter and John’s trial. 

Judas ~ Man from Damascus; lived on Straight Street; housed Pual after he had been 
blinded.  

Theudas ~ Led a failed rebellion; referenced by Gamaliel in his defense of the apos-
tles before the Sanhedrin; name means “gift of God.”  

  



 

 

 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
God, Quiet everything but your Word for us today. Leave us awestruck. Drown out the 

distractions. Come as thunder or come as a still, small voice; we don't care which,  
we just pray that you will come. Turn on the light. Speak through these words.  

Find the parts of us that are lost. With hope we pray, amen. 
 
 
FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON:                                               Acts 7:54-60  
54 Once the council members heard these words, they were enraged and began to 
grind their teeth at Stephen. 55 But Stephen, enabled by the Holy Spirit, stared into 
heaven and saw God’s majesty and Jesus standing at God’s right side. 56 He  
exclaimed, “Look! I can see heaven on display and the Son of Man  standing at God’s 
right side!” 57 At this, they shrieked and covered their ears. Together, they charged at 
him, 58 threw him out of the city, and began to stone him. The witnesses placed their 
coats in the care of a young man named Saul. 59 As they battered him with stones, 
Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, accept my life!” 60 Falling to his knees, he shouted, 
“Lord, don’t hold this sin against them!” Then he died.  
 
 
 
 
 

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON:        Luke 23: 1-5, 13-25  
“Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! If 
we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a man who was 
lame and are being asked how he was healed, then know this, you and all the people of 
Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God 
raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed.  

Jesus is “the stone you builders rejected, which has become the 
cornerstone.” Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no  
other name given under heaven by which we must be saved.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Work’s Cited 
 ~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 

~Lent Prayers adapted from a prayer by Rev. Sarah Are Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 
 



 

 MESSAGE..............................................“Passion”……………………….………………………………… 
“As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.” 

Pastor Sommer Bower 
 

OFFERTORY  

 
 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Glory to God 606)…………………….………………………………..………………………... 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Amen 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*HYMN (Glory to God #295, insert)................................................................................. 
                                 “Go to the World”                           

*BENEDICTION         
 
 

*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..….…...…...............................Camron Cummings, pianist  

 
 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
 

 

When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, 
ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with 
Jesus. But since they could see the man who had been healed standing there with 
them, there was nothing they could say. So they ordered them to withdraw from the 
Sanhedrin and they conferred together. “What are we going to do with these men?” 
they asked. Everyone living in Jerusalem knows they have performed a notable sign, 
and we cannot deny it. But to stop this thing from spreading any further among the 
people, we must warn them to speak no longer to anyone in this name.” 
Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in 
the name of Jesus.  

But Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen 
to you, or to him? You be the judges! As for us, we cannot help 
speaking about what we have seen and heard.” 

After further threats they let them go. They could not decide how to punish them, 
because all the people were praising God for what had happened. 
    

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     

 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #298, insert).................................................................... 
V 

(verse 1 & 2)  
“Lord, You Give the Great Commission” 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  


