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We have become so enthralled with trying to make ends meet, daily trials and events 
of the day, that we can find ourselves not spending time before the throne of God in 
prayer. And we hardly remember an important part of our body, the Body of Christ 

suffering extreme persecution. We forget to lift them up to the Lord and neglect 
that they are family, or how truly united we are with them. 

 
 

As recent wars rage on and the news becomes more and more desperate, 
 it’s obvious that Christianity is suffering. From Iraq, Iran, Syria, Nigeria, Libya,  

including many Eastern nations like China, Pakistan and North Korea,  
many are suffering immensely. Our beloved Apostles faced this very same thing. They 

suffered torture, even death for speaking about the love of Christ and His gift of 
 salvation for those who follow Him. In love, Christ died so that the world might be set 
free from the slavery of sin that we might have a life abundant, freedom, blessings and 

love. By His command, our mission is to spread His Gospel of love and the freedom it 
brings as the Apostles did, even in persecution. Today, we see times of hatred warned 
of long ago. As the unified body of Christ, let us watch & pray and consider ways to 

come to their aid and encourage one another. 



First Presbyterian Church of Americus 
Chapter 29 in The Story: Paul’s Mission 

April 3, 2022 
5th Sunday in Lent 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                         Camron Cummings, pianist  
 
 
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                  Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                 Words of encouragement from Paul 

to the Thessalonian Church during times of persecution  
For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has chosen you,  
because our gospel came to you not simply with words but also with power, 
with the Holy Spirit and deep conviction.  

Therefore, brothers and sisters,  
in all our distress and persecution, we were  
encouraged about you because of your faith.  

May the Lord make your love increase and overflow  
for each other and for everyone else, 
just as ours does for you.  

May he strengthen your hearts  
so that you will be blameless and holy  
in the presence of our God and Father  
when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #275, insert).................................................................... 
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”               

   The body they may kill; God’s truth abideth still.  
 
 

 
 

 

    

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, 

Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
      Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller    Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                
  Blanche Palmer      Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Pat Hill 

Lois and Tim Hunter 
 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
~ Prayers are asked for Peggy Minor 

 

~ Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 

 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  

- Tim & Lois Hunter,  Spoken Worldwide 
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  

 
 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you 
would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 



 

 APRIL 2022 CHURCH CALENDAR   
APRIL ELDER OF THE MONTH - Tom Collins 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- PASTOR SOMMER VACATION, April 4th - 8th 

 
 

- RETIRED EDUCATORS WILL MEET in the Church Fellowship Hall Friday, April 8th and 
May 13th from  11:00 am - 1:00pm 

 
 
 
 

- CHURCH GARDEN WORK DAY - Are you interested in getting your hands dirty in 
God's green earth? Our church has a wonderful church garden and on Sunday, April 
10th we are going to work together after worship in the church garden planting seeds 
and getting the space ready for new life. You are invited to come to worship in casual 
attire or bring an extra set of clothes.  
 
 
 

- HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SERVICES - Every day during Holy Week there will be a 
12:00pm noon worship service, followed by a light lunch, at different churches in our 
community.  

WORSHIP AT 12:00PM - LUNCH AT 12:30PM 

Monday, April 11                           First Baptist Church 
Tuesday, April 12                           Bethesda Baptist Church 
Wednesday, April 13                     First Methodist Church 
Thursday, April 14                         Koinonia (worship & lunch will be in the dining hall)  
Friday, April 15                               Calvary Episcopal Church 
 

- MAUNDY THURSDAY - An evening Maundy Thursday worship service will be held on 
Thursday, April 14th  at 6:00pm  
 

- EASTER - Easter Sunday falls on Sunday, April 17th. We are looking forward to a  
beautiful day of worship!  
 

- SESSION MEETING -The next session meeting will be on Tuesday, April 26th at 6:00 
pm.  
 

- PRESBYTERY FINANCE COMMITTEE - The Presbytery of Flint River Finance meeting 
will be at our church on Thursday, April 28th  at 2:00pm.  
 

 
HANDBELLS : Are you interested in in learning to play the handbells?  

Cynthia Richmond (cynchj5@gmail.com) is once again inviting all willing  
participants to consider joining the handbell choir! It is time to let those bells ring!  

  



 

 CALL TO CONFESSION 
There are very few things as powerful as a group of people that admits they are not 

perfect, and asks for grace as they grow. Imagine what our world might be like if every 
institution had such a weekly rhythm? 

Friends, we can light the way. Let us be brave in our truth-telling and honest in our 
confession. For we will always be met by grace. Let us pray. . . 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Jesus of Nazareth, 
we admit that often we tuck our faith into our pockets, hiding in a place of 
comfort rather than proudly declaring: yes we are Christian, yes we believe, 
yes this faith has changed me. We are so afraid of offending others or  
embarrassing ourselves that we have established rules: no faith at the dinner 
table, no faith in politics, no faith with strangers. Forgive us for whispering 
when we could be singing. Forgive us for staying quiet when we could be 
part of rewriting the narrative. We want to be brave. We want to pour out 
perfume over your feet. These things we pray, amen. 

 

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
Family of faith, hear this good news: 

Even in our silence, God loves us. 
Even in our fear or shame, God chooses us. Even when we sin, God wraps us in grace. 

You are free—to be bold, to be brazen, to be exactly who God called you to be. 
Thanks be to God, amen. 

 

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON:                                          Daniel 3: 19-27 
19 Nebuchadnezzar was filled with rage, and his face twisted beyond recognition  
because of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. In response he commanded that the 
furnace be heated to seven times its normal heat. 20 He told some of the strongest 
men in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and throw them into the 
furnace of flaming fire. 21 So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were bound, still 
dressed in all their clothes, and thrown into the furnace of flaming fire. (22 Now the 
king’s command had been rash, and the furnace was heated to such an extreme that 
the fire’s flame killed the very men who carried Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to 
it.) 23 So these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell, bound, into the 
furnace of flaming fire. 24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar jumped up in shock and said to 
his associates, “Didn’t we throw three men, bound, into the fire?” They answered the 
king, “Certainly, Your Majesty.” 

CAST OF BIBLICAL CHARACTERS  

Aquila ~ Married to Priscilla; a Jewish Christian; capable of teaching others in the 
faith; friend and supporter of Paul.  
 

Barnabas ~ Jewish Christian; helped oversee the church in Antioch; friend and  
companion of Paul in missionary journeys; name means “son of encouragement.” 
 
 

Chloe ~ Hosted a church in her home in Corinth; directly referenced by Paul in  
1 Corinthians. 
 
 

Claudius ~ Caesar, the emperor of Rome.  
 

Luke ~ A physician; traveling companion of Paul; author of the gospel that bears his 
name and Acts of the Apostles; name means “luminous.” 
 

Lydia ~ Businesswoman from Thyatira; seller of dyed goods; converted through 
Paul’s ministry; extended hospitality to Paul and Silas.  
 

Paul ~ Originally called Saul (“demanded”); a highly educated Pharisee; a zealous 
man who initially opposed the Way of Jesus; radically converted when he encoun-
tered the risen Lord; planted churches throughout the first century world; helped lead 
the church in Antioch; traveled with Barnabas, Silas, Timothy, and Luke, among  
others.  
 

Priscilla ~ Married to Aquila; a Jewish Christian; capable of teaching others in the 
faith; friend and supporter of Paul. 
 

Silas ~ Traveled with Paul during most of his second missionary journey; prominent 
part of Jerusalem church; helped carry the decree of the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15); 
referred to as Silvanus in Paul and Peter’s letters; name means “wood dweller.” 
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25 He replied, “Look! I see four men, unbound, walking around inside the fire, and 
they aren’t hurt! And the fourth one looks like one of the gods.” 26 Nebuchadnezzar 
went near the opening of the furnace of flaming fire and said, “Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” Then  
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out of the fire. 27 The chief administrators, 
ministers, governors, and the king’s associates crowded around to look at them. The 
fire hadn’t done anything to them: their hair wasn’t singed; their garments looked the 
same as before; they didn’t even smell like fire! 
 
 
 

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON:                             Acts 16: 19-31 

19 Her owners realized that their hope for making money was gone. They grabbed 
Paul and Silas and dragged them before the officials in the city center. 20 When her 
owners approached the legal authorities, they said, “These people are causing an  
uproar in our city. They are Jews 21 who promote customs that we Romans can’t  
accept or practice.” 22 The crowd joined in the attacks against Paul and Silas, so the 
authorities ordered that they be stripped of their clothes and beaten with a 
rod. 23 When Paul and Silas had been severely beaten, the authorities threw them  
into prison and ordered the jailer to secure them with great care. 24 When he received 
these instructions, he threw them into the innermost cell and secured their feet in 
stocks. 25 Around midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and 
the other prisoners were listening to them. 26 All at once there was such a violent  
earthquake that it shook the prison’s foundations. The doors flew open and  
everyone’s chains came loose. 27 When the jailer awoke and saw the open doors of 
the prison, he thought the prisoners had escaped, so he drew his sword and was about 
to kill himself. 28 But Paul shouted loudly, “Don’t harm yourself! We’re all here!” 
29 The jailer called for some lights, rushed in, and fell trembling before Paul and  
Silas. 30 He led them outside and asked, “Honorable masters, what must I do to be 
rescued?” 31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and 
your entire household.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #321, insert).................................................................... 
V 

“The Church’s One Foundation”               
Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war, 

she waits the consummation of peace forevermore. 

 

 

 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 MESSAGE...........................“To Be Controlled or To Be Set Free”…………...…………….…...... 
Pastor Sommer Bower 

 

OFFERTORY  
 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Glory to God 606)…………………………………………………..……………………….…... 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Amen 
 

COMMUNION: INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
 

 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #267, insert)................................................................... 
V 

“Come, Christians Join to Sing” 

*BENEDICTION         
May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your 

whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. 

 
 

*POSTLUDE………………......…...……..….………............................Camron Cummings, pianist  

 
 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
 


