
  

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, 

Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
      Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller    Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                
  Blanche Palmer      Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Gloria Johnson 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
~ Prayers are asked for Peggy Minor 

 

~ Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 

 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  

- Tim & Lois Hunter,  Spoken Worldwide 
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  

 
 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you 
would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 
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It is holy to gather. It is holy to sing. It is holy to be generous. 
 It is holy to celebrate justice when we see it. 

It is holy to shout, “Hosanna!” 
It is holy to remember. 

Here and now, let us do all of these things. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

On this Palm Sunday, This We Believe…. 
Paraphrased from and inspired by Luke 19:28-40 

 

Go to the village ahead of you, and you will find a colt tied there.  
Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, say, “The Lord needs it.” 

We believe in a God of surprises. 
We believe in a God with a sense of humor. 
We believe that there are things we may never understand,  
but we believe that even in the mystery, God is there. 

They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt, and put Jesus on it.  
As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road. 

We believe in giving what we have. 
We believe that actions of generosity change us. 
We dare to believe that these small acts can change the world. 

The whole crowd of disciples began joyfully praising God in loud voices  
for all the miracles they had seen. 

We believe in a God who is a miracle-maker. 
We believe in a God of good news. 
We believe this good news is so good that we cannot help but sing. 

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” 
We believe there will be forces that try to silence what is just, good,  
hopeful, and generous. 
We do not believe those voices will have the last word. 

“I tell you,” Jesus replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 
We believe, at the end of the day, love will find a way. We believe. 
Help our unbelief. 
In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

   

 APRIL 2022 CHURCH CALENDAR   
APRIL ELDER OF THE MONTH - Tom Collins 

 
 
 
 

- PASTOR SOMMER VACATION, April 4th - 8th 

 
 
 

- RETIRED EDUCATORS WILL MEET in the Church Fellowship Hall Friday, April 8th 
and May 13th from  11:00 am - 1:00pm 

 
 
 

- CHURCH GARDEN WORK DAY - Are you interested in getting your hands dirty in 
God's green earth? Our church has a wonderful church garden and on Sunday, April 
10th we are going to work together after worship in the church garden planting 
seeds and getting the space ready for new life. You are invited to come to worship 
in casual attire or bring an extra set of clothes.  
 
 
 
 

- HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SERVICES - Every day during Holy Week there will be a 
12:00pm noon worship service, followed by a light lunch, at different churches in 
our community.  

WORSHIP AT 12:00PM - LUNCH AT 12:30PM 

Monday, April 11                           First Baptist Church 
Tuesday, April 12                           Bethesda Baptist Church 
Wednesday, April 13                     First Methodist Church 
Thursday, April 14                         Koinonia (worship & lunch in the dining hall)  
Friday, April 15                               Calvary Episcopal Church 
 
 

- MAUNDY THURSDAY - An evening Maundy Thursday worship service will be held 
on Thursday, April 14th at 6:00pm  
 
 

- EASTER - Easter Sunday falls on Sunday, April 17th. We are looking forward to a 
beautiful day of worship!  
 

- SESSION MEETING -The next session meeting will be on Tuesday, April 26th at 6:00 
pm.  
- PRESBYTERY FINANCE COMMITTEE - The Presbytery of Flint River Finance 
meeting will be at our church on Thursday, April 28th  at 2:00pm.  
 
 

HANDBELLS : Are you interested in in learning to play the handbells?  
Cynthia Richmond (cynchj5@gmail.com) is once again inviting all willing  

participants to consider joining the handbell choir! It is time to let those bells ring!  



CAST OF BIBLICAL CHARACTERS   
IN CHAPTER 30 OF THE STORY 

 

Agabus ~ Prophet from Jerusalem; predicted a famine; predicted Paul would be  
arrested if he returned to Jerusalem; name means “locust.” 
 

Ananias ~ High priest; oversaw Paul’s trial before the Sanhedrin; ordered an 
attendant to strike Paul; aware of and colluded with the plot to kill Paul; name means 
“protected by the Lord.” 
 

Aristarchus ~ Christian from Thessalonica; traveled and spent time in jail with Paul; 
name means “best ruler.” 
 

Claudius Lysias ~ Roman commander who protected Paul from an assassination 
attempt.  
 

Crescens ~ A friend to Paul during his imprisonment in Rome. 
 

Felix ~ Roman governor of Judea; heard Paul’s case in Caesarea; imprisoned him for 
two years; name means “happy.” 
 

Festus ~ Followed Felix as governor of Judea; honored Paul’s appeal to Caesar. 
 

Herod Agrippa II ~ Ruled in Galilee; provided advice from Festus regarding Paul. 
 

Julius ~ Centurion; member of the imperial regiment; had custody of Paul and other 
prisoners in the journey to Rome; kind to Paul 
 

Luke ~ A physician; traveling companion of Paul; author of the gospel that bears his 
name and Acts; name means “luminous.” 
 

Mark ~ as a young man abandoned a trip with Paul; later in life, viewed favorably by 
Paul; wrote the gospel that bears his name. 
 

Philip ~ One of the seven appointed to administer relief funds; an evangelist whose 
four unmarried daughters prophesied; hosted Paul on his journey back to Jerusalem. 
 

Publius ~Chief official on Malta; his father healed by Paul. 
 

Timothy ~ Son of the heathen Greek father and a Jewish mother, Eunice; Paul’s most 
well-known convert, disciple, traveling companion; gave significant leadership to the 
early church; name means “honoring God.” 
 

Titus ~ Discipled by Paul; received a personal letter form Paul, informing his leader-
ship in the church.  
 

Trophimus ~ An Ephesian; traveled with Paul. 
 

Tychicus ~ Travel companion for Paul; also entrusted with delivering messages for 
Paul.  
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Palm Sunday Challenge 
Paul kept up a tiring schedule, constantly traveling. He was, without a doubt,  

a man of action. Yet Paul also had an incredible focus on building relationships.  
One of the clearest indicators of this comes when we read the end of each of his 

 letters. In most of them, we find an extensive list of men and women he is praying 
for and thinking about. Each name in the letters represents a personal relationship 

Paul has built, and it is through these kinds of relationships – and the love and  
encouragement so evident in his letters – that disciples are made. Paul challenges 
us to make the most of our own time and opportunities. Paul led a full life, yet he  

always found time to encourage fellow believers. 
How are YOU being an encouragement to fellow believers? 

 
 
 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                    Camron Cummings, pianist  
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                             Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                  

And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power,  
together with all the Lord’s people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep 
is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge – that you may 
be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 

I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. Be  
completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in 
love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of 
peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called; one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all. Amen.  

 
 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #197, insert)............................................................... 
“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” 

  



    

Work’s Cited 
 ~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 

~Lent Prayers adapted from a prayer by Rev. Sarah Are Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 MESSAGE........................................“Never Give Up”………….......……………..………….…...... 
Pastor Sommer Bower 

 

OFFERTORY  
 

*DOXOLOGY (Glory to God 606)………………………………………………..……………………….…... 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Amen 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #198, insert).................................................................. 
V 

“Ride On! Ride On in Majesty!” 

*BENEDICTION         
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  
Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the  

righteous Judge, will award to me on that day – and not only to me, but also to all 
who have longed for his appearing. 

 
 

*POSTLUDE………………......…...……..….………...........................Camron Cummings, pianist  

 
 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
 

 

 CALL TO CONFESSION 
The word ‘hosanna’ is often sung with joy and glee on this day. It feels like a  
celebration. But the truth is, the word ‘hosanna’ actually means, “save us.”  
The people along that parade route so many years ago were crying out to 

 Jesus for help, because they knew—this world is not as it should be.  
There is still too much hurt here. They were crying, “Save us!” 

In the prayer of confession, we have our own hosanna moment,  
because we cry out to God, admitting the ways in which we 

 have fallen short, and we ask for God’s saving hand. 
So friends, let us pray together, for there is still too much hurt here. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of street parades and hosannas, 
we know that you are counting on us to speak out, 
to speak up for love and to speak hope to fear, 
but so often we are silent. 
We worry that we’ll say the wrong thing, 
so we don’t say anything at all. 
We worry that we’ll offend, 
so we keep our convictions to ourselves. 
We worry that we’ll speak up and won’t be heard, 
so we stay silent. 
And meanwhile, the parade marches on. 
Unravel our fears. Spark conviction in us.  
Give us the courage to yell, “Hosanna!” Gratefully we pray, amen. 

 
 
 

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
Friends, even when we are silent, 

even when we are scared, 
even when we miss the moment, 

even when we choose to speak and say the wrong thing— we belong to God. 
There is nothing said or unsaid, done or undone that can undo that,  

so rest in this good news: 
We are forgiven. We are known. 

We belong to God, every day and always. Amen. 



FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON:                                            2 Timothy 4: 6-8        

6 I’m already being poured out like a sacrifice to God, and the time of my death is 
near. 7 I have fought the good fight, finished the race, and kept the faith. 8 At last the 
champion’s wreath that is awarded for righteousness is waiting for me. The Lord, who 
is the righteous judge, is going to give it to me on that day. He’s giving it not only to 
me but also to all those who have set their heart on waiting for his appearance.  
 

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON:                          Acts 20: 18b-24                                     
18 When they arrived, he said to them, “You know how I lived among you the whole 
time I was with you, beginning with the first day I arrived in the province of Asia. 19 I 
served the Lord with great humility and with tears in the midst of trials that came  
upon me because of the Jews’ schemes. 20 You know I held back nothing that would 
be helpful so that I could proclaim to you and teach you both publicly and privately in 
your homes. 21 You know I have testified to both Jews and Greeks that they must 
change their hearts and lives as they turn to God and have faith in our Lord  
Jesus. 22 Now, compelled by the Spirit, I’m going to Jerusalem. I don’t know what will 
happen to me there. 23 What I do know is that the Holy Spirit testifies to me from city 
to city that prisons and troubles await me. 24 But nothing, not even my life, is more 
important than my completing my mission. This is nothing other than the ministry I 
received from the Lord Jesus: to testify about the good news of God’s grace.  
 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #196, insert).................................................................... 
V 

“All Glory, Laud and Honor”  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  


