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Welcome to Worship!  
We hope and pray that you are embraced by  

God's Love through our members, our pastor, and worship this morning.  

 

A community of faith, responding to God’s call 
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ. 



First Presbyterian Church of Americus 
Easter  

April 17, 2022 
Chapter 31 in The Story: The End of Time 

 
 

Family of Faith, Prepare your hearts for Worship 
God of new life, we want to be full to the brim with hope and joy, but often we overflow 

with comparison and doubt. We want to embody the resurrection, but often we’d 
 rather stay the same than to begin again. We want to have the courage to be like the 
women on that Easter morning— to run and speak truth, but often we are weary of 

courage and uncertain of our own voices. Forgive us for all the ways we remain 
unchanged. Break into our hearts. Overflow here. With hope we pray, amen. 

 
 

 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                         Camron Cummings, pianist  
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                  Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                  
We believe in a God who can astound us— 
a God who created the mountains of Colorado, 
the stars on a summer night, and the green of Ireland. 
We believe in Jesus, whose example changes us— 
an example of love for those who feel lost, healing for the sick,  
and welcome for the lonely. 
We believe that Jesus was abandoned by his friends, 
wounded, mocked, and killed. 

And in a garden, three days later, we believe that life 
began again— the stone was rolled back, as death lost its sting. 
Ever since that day, we believe the Spirit has been inviting us  
into an expansive life— 
a life not measured by wealth or accolades, 
but a life full to the brim with joy, overflowing with laughter,  
saturated in hope, and decorated with good news. 
Death has lost its sting. 
We believe, and are set free.  

Thanks be to God,  
amen. 

    

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, 

Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
      Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller    Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                
  Blanche Palmer      Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 
 

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Bill and Meda Krenson 

Eddie Krenson 
Will Krenson 

 
 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
~ Cathy Clark Reynold’s sister, Julie Hardison is having medical problems 

 

~ Prayers are asked for Peggy Minor 
 

~ Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 
 

 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  

- Tim & Lois Hunter,  Spoken Worldwide 
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  

 
 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you 
would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 

 
 
 

SESSION (Ruling Elders): 
Class of 2022                Class of 2023           Class of 2024 
Jim Buffaloe                  Meda Krenson        Tom Collins 
Cynthia Richmond       Sharon Parks          Carrie Hawkins 
Earl Williams                Joy Thompson          Sharon McFarland (clerk)    



APRIL 2022 CHURCH CALENDAR   
APRIL ELDER OF THE MONTH - Tom Collins 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

- EASTER - Easter Sunday falls on Sunday, April 17th. We are looking forward to a  
beautiful day of worship!  
 

- SESSION MEETING -The next session meeting will be on Tuesday, April 26th at  
6:00 pm.  
 

- PRESBYTERY FINANCE COMMITTEE - The Presbytery of Flint River Finance meeting 
will be at our church on Thursday, April 28th  at 2:00pm.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Softball ~ Are you interested in playing softball? The 2022 Adult Church League 
Softball is starting and we would love for you to be a part of it! If you are interested in 
playing on this co-ed team, please contact Nate Herron at 229-815-2914 for more 
details. If want to cheer the team on, the schedule is below. Come on, let's play some 
softball! 
 

Tuesday, April 12 @ 6:45pm 
Tuesday, April 19 @ 6:45pm 
Thursday, April 21 @ 8:00pm 
Tuesday, April 26 @ 8:00pm 
Thursday, April 28 @ 6:45pm 
Thursday, May 5 @ 6:45pm 
Tuesday, May 10 @ 8:00pm 

Thursday, May 12 @ 8:00pm  
*The double elimination tournament begins May 17th and ends May 27th  

  

HANDBELLS                      Cynthia Richmond, Director  
“Festive Praise”  

 

Composed by Susan E. Geschke  
 Published by Choristers Guild 

 
 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #1, insert)....................................................................... 
“Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty”       

 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
This day is not like any other day. Today we slow down. Today we take it all in.  
Today we rest in good news that Jesus is alive.  Today joy cannot be contained.  

This day is not like any other day. 
Today we know—death does not win. As we hear the words of scripture, may we hear 

the words of new life in Christ. This day is not like any other day. Alleluia! Amen. 

  



  

 

 Revelation Cast of Biblical Characters 
Four living Creatures = Surrounded the throne of God, each with a different  
appearance – one like a lion, the second like an ox, the third with a face like a man, 
the fourth like a flying eagle – each one covered with eyes and with six wings;  
perhaps the cherubim of Genesis 3:24 and Ezekiel 1:10; 10:14; more than their  
appearance, important to note their function; to perpetually sing the song of the 
redeemed.  
 

Jesus = Lord God; Son of Man; First and Last; Living One; Alpha and Omega; risen 
Lord; Lion of Judah; Lamb that was slain; Jesus appears at the center of all things as 
the focus of all worship. 
 

John = The one who records the vision. 
 

The King on the throne = God Almighty. 
 

Twenty-Four Elders = Clothed in white; holding crowns; may represent the glorified 
church, uniting the twelve Old Testament tribes and the twelve New testament apos-
tles; more important than precisely identifying is grasping that these twenty-four 
dignitaries fall down before the throne and give perpetual worship to the Lamb.  
 

Ephesus ~ Population 200, 000-500,000. Important trade port in Asia Minor; a free 
city in the Roman Empire, received Roman Citizenship; 25,000 seat theater;  
worshiped Artemis, whose priestesses were cult prostitutes 
 

Smyrna ~ Population 200,000; harbor town; wealthy community of academics; one 
street made of gold and bounded by two temples 
 

Pergamum ~ Made parchment; second largest library in empire; location of the  
  tAsclepion, a health resort; famous altar to Zeus; three temples dedicated to Em-
peror Worship (Cult of Caesar) 
 

Thyatira ~ Dominated by trade guilds; intersected an imperial post road 
 

Sardis ~ a fortress city; wealthy; close to a fertile river basin; rebuilt by Tiberius 
after being destroyed by earthquake in A.D. 17 
 

Philadelphia ~ A fortress city; intersected imperial post road; Hellenistic education 
center; rebuilt by Tiberius after being destroyed by earthquake in A.D. 17 
 

Laodicea ~ Famous for producing black wool; banking center; medical school; 
suffered two earthquakes and rebuilt once without imperial aid 



Easter Lily Memorials 

 

 
 

IN MEMORY OF     GIVEN BY 
Bob and Ruth McFarland    Tom and Sharon McFarland 
Robert and Luella Thornburgh   
 

IN MEMORY OF     GIVEN BY 
Schley Gatewood and Tim Reynolds   Fred and Cynthia Richmond  
 

IN MEMORY OF     GIVEN BY 
Colden and Betty Rainey, beloved parents  Joy Rainey Thompson 
 

IN MEMORY OF     GIVEN BY 
Dr. Schley Gatewood Jr.     Tom and Emily Collins 
 

IN MEMORY OF     GIVEN BY 
Tony Miles and Basil Miles, beloved brothers Gloria Johnson 
 

IN HONOR OF     GIVEN BY 
Karen Gatewood, Blanche Palmer   Tom and Emily Collins 
Pat Hill, Kathy Newkirk 
 

IN HONOR OF     GIVEN BY 

Gloria Johnson     Her Loving Family 
 

IN HONOR OF     GIVEN BY 
Our precious church family, filled with prayer Pastor Sommer and Family 
warriors, garden growers and followers of 
Jesus 
 

IN HONOR OF     GIVEN BY 
Pastor Sommer Bower and Family   BJ and Bob Bryan 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  



 

 FIRST SCRIPTURE READING:                   Revelation 1: 1-3, 9-19 
The Revelation from Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must 
soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who 
testifies to everything he saw – that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus 
Christ. Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed 
are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near.  
I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and the kingdom and patient  
endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of 
God and the testimony of Jesus. On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard  
behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, which said: “Write on a scroll what you see 
and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis,  
Philadelphia and Laodicea.” 
I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw 
seven golden lampstands, and among the lampstands was someone like a son of man, 
dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 
The hair on his head was white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like 
blazing fire. His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the 
sound of rushing waters. In his right hand he held seven stars, and coming out of his 
mouth was a sharp, double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its 
brilliance.  
When I saw him I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me 
and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the first and the Last. I am the Living One; I was 
dead, and now look, I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and 
Hades.  
“Write, therefore, what you have seen: both what is now and what will take place  
later.” 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING:                      Revelation 21: 1-7 
New heaven and new earth 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the former heaven and the former earth 
had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem,  
coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride beautifully dressed for 
her husband. 3 I heard a loud voice from the throne say, “Look! God’s dwelling is here 
with humankind. He will dwell with them, and they will be his peoples. God himself 
will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death 
will be no more. There will be no mourning, crying, or pain anymore, for the former 
things have passed away.” 5 Then the one seated on the throne said, “Look! I’m  
making all things new.” He also said, “Write this down, for these words are  
trustworthy and true.” 6 Then he said to me, “All is done. I am the Alpha and the  
Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will freely give water from the  
life-giving spring. 7 Those who emerge victorious will inherit these things. I will be their 
God, and they will be my sons and daughters. 
 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #246, insert).................................................................... 
V 

“Christ is Alive!”               

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 MESSAGE................................“The beginning and the End”…………....…………...…….…...... 
Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 
 

OFFERTORY  
 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Glory to God 606)…………………………………………………..……………………….…... 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Amen 
 
 

COMMUNION: INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
 

 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #232, insert)................................................................... 
V 

“Jesus Christ is Risen Today” 
 
 

*BENEDICTION         
When John saw Jesus in his revelation, he fell to his feet as though dead. Jesus placed 

his hand on him and said, “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last.  
I am the Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive forever and ever!  

And I hold the keys of death and Hades.” 
The Savior we follow is powerful and full of truth.  

On this holy day of Easter,  
believe that good news. Alleluia! Amen.  

 
 
 

*POSTLUDE………………......…...……..….………............................Camron Cummings, pianist  

 
 
 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
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~Easter Prayers adapted from a prayer by Rev. Sarah Are Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 


