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Sketch for the Painting “The Raising of Tabitha”,  
Galleria Palatina, Palazzo Pitti, Florence. 

Circa 1618. Public Domain. 
 

Dorcas, also known as Tabitha, was a disciple (the first woman given that title 
in the New Testament). She was known for her acts of charity, especially  

ministering among widows. She became ill and died. Two disciples sent word to 
Peter to come without delay, so Peter hurried to Dorcas’ side. All the widows 

showed Peter all the good work that Tabitha had done, what she meant to them. 
Peter prayed, and called for her to rise up, and she got out of bed. The word 

spread that Tabitha was alive again throughout the community. On this day we 
may remember Tabitha and her ministry and her ministry of service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
May 8, 2022 

 
Prepare your hearts for Worship  

Friends, we worship a God who doesn’t keep score and doesn’t hold  
grudges.  We worship a God who invites us into a richer faith,  
a deeper love, a more compassionate existence with a million 
 chances to try again. So may we rise up to keep the faith,   

worshipping God with our whole hearts this morning.  
 

 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                    Guest Pianist: Candice Godby  
 
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                  Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                               (from Proverbs 9:1-3, 5-6)
Wisdom has built her house, 

She has hewn her seven pillars. 
She has mixed her wine, 

She has set her table. 
She has sent out her servants, 

She calls from the highest places in town, 
“Come, eat and drink and live, 

Come, walk in the way of insight.” 
Worship our God, and walk in Wisdom’s ways, 

For God invites us into this time of worship. 
 

 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #664, insert).................................................................... 
“Morning Has Broken”       

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, 

Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
      Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller    Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                
  Blanche Palmer      Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 
 

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
David and Donna Minich 

Josh and Katie Minich; Conrad and Alice 
Jaimie Minich; Jonah 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
~ Dora Yates (sister to Rev. Fairy Caroland), had a stroke in early April  

& has dementia issues. 
 

~ Prayers are asked for Peggy Minor 
 

~ Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 

 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  

- Tim & Lois Hunter,  Spoken Worldwide 
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  

 
 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org  
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 

 

SESSION (Ruling Elders):  
  Class of 2022  Class of 2023             Class of 2024 
                           Jim Buffaloe   Meda Krenson             Tom Collins 
  Cynthia Richmond  Sharon Parks               Carrie Hawkins 
              Earl Williams              Joy Thompson             Sharon McFarland (clerk) 

 
Work’s Cited 
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 MAY 2022 CHURCH CALENDAR   
MAY ELDER OF THE MONTH - Sharon Parks 

 

CHURCH SOFTBALL ~ Are you interested in playing softball? The 2022 Adult Church 
League Softball is starting and we would love for you to be a part of it! If you are  
interested in playing on this co-ed team, please contact Nate Herron at 229-815-2914 
for more details. If want to cheer the team on, the schedule is below. Come on, let's 
play some softball! 

Tuesday, May 10 @ 8:00pm   
Thursday, May 12 @ 8:00pm   

*The double elimination tournament begins May 17th and ends May 27th.   
 

SAMA ~ Sumter Area Ministerial Association is meeting Tuesday, May 10th at 
12:00pm in the church parlor  
 

PRESBYTERY FINANCE COMMITTEE ~ meeting in the church fellowship hall Tuesday, 
May 10th at 2:00pm 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ~ Sunday, May 22 after worship a congregational 
meeting will be held to elect elders. The Nominating Committee has nominated  
Ronnie Greer, Richard Pollette and Terry McDonald.   

 
 
 
 
 

Dear First Presbyterian Church, 
As many of you know, my husband and I moved my mother in with us last 
summer. It was our hope that in doing so we could take care of her as she  
continued to age and needed more and more assistance. My  mother was 
recently diagnosed with Lewy Body Dementia  and what this has meant for 
our family is that we have had to make some major adjustments to continue 
to care for her in our home, which is our heart’s desire.  
 

I met with the First Presbyterian personnel committee last week and at that 
time, asked that I be allowed to continue in my role as Office Manager,  
but working remotely at this time. They so graciously agreed to my request.  
I want you all to know how much my family appreciates you and that I  
continue to be in your service. 
 

With love and gratitude, 
Marcia Seymour 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Affirmation of Faith 

 
 

We believe in God, Creator and Sustainer of all that lives; 
the One in whose image all are made; 

the One who kept covenant with Sarah and Abraham and never forgot 
Hagar, 

answered Hannah’s deepest prayer, 
and gave songs to Miriam, Deborah and Mary; 

the One who loves, hears and sings over us still today. 
 

We believe in Jesus Christ, Redeemer and Savior of all who believe; 
the One who loved Martha and Mary; 

the One who fed the crowds, 
healed the woman who bled, 

raised Jairus’ daughter and Lazarus; 
the One whose love, life, death and rising re-creates us still today. 

 

We believe in the Spirit, Comforter and Interpreter for all who cry out; 
the One who came in fire and wind; 
the One who gave courage to Esther, 

caused David to dance; 
and made John leap in Elizabeth’s womb, 

the One who breathes life into the Word still today. 
 

We believe that the Body of Christ is made up of hands large and small, 
hearts old and young, legs strong and weak, 

and feet made beautiful as they carry the Good News to the nations. 
 

This Affirmation of Faith was created by Presbyterian Women 
 at a Women’s Retreat in Central Florida. 

 www.elbyviau.wordpress.org  
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SCRIPTURE          Acts 9:36-43  
36 In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas); she 
was always doing good and helping the poor. 37 About that time she became sick and 
died, and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. 38 Lydda was near 
Joppa; so when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him 
and urged him, “Please come at once!” 
 

39 Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All 
the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing 
that Dorcas had made while she was still with them. 
 

40 Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. 
Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, 
and seeing Peter she sat up. 41 He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. 
Then he called for the believers, especially the widows, and presented her to them 
alive. 42 This became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the 
Lord. 43 Peter stayed in Joppa for some time with a tanner named Simon. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #834, insert)................................................................... 
V 

“Precious Lord, Take my Hand”               

 
 
 

MESSAGE.....................................“Raising of Tabitha”…………………..……....………...…..……. 
Pastor Sommer Bower 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 OFFERTORY  
 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Glory to God 606)………………………………………………..…………………….…….…... 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Amen 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #634, insert).................................................................... 
V 

“To God be the Glory” 
 
 

*BENEDICTION         
“Where can I go from Your spirit? Where can I flee from Your presence? If I ascend 
to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. If I take the wings 
of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, even there your hand shall 
lead me, and your right hand shall hold me fast.” There is no place we can go where 
God is not with us. There are no questions we can ask, no doubts we can hold, that 

will separate us from God, as long as we continue to seek God, God is seeking us. You 
are loved. You are known. Share the good news that God is with you, alive in you, 

now, and love one another. Amen. 
 Psalm 139:7-10 

 
 

*POSTLUDE………………......…...……..….……….........................Guest Pianist: Candice Godby  

 
 
 
 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following  
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one  

another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!  
And also with you! 

 
 


