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In Acts 11, Peter is questioned by some of the other early Christian leaders for 
eating with Gentiles. Peter shared his vision that he beheld in chapter 10, 
 how he was told that he must not call profane what God has made clean.  

Peter spoke of how the angel had sent him to the centurion’s home, and that the 
Holy Spirit came upon him as he spoke to this man and his household. If this 
Gentile soldier and his household believed in the same Jesus Christ and it was 
the same Holy Spirit, how could Peter hinder God? Then the other Christian 

leaders didn’t know what to say at first, except then they praised  
God for giving the Good News to the Gentiles. 

It took decades of questions and long discussions and compromise and long 
hours of solitude for some to get to the point of how the church would be open to 

both Gentiles and Jews, and yet they kept praying, kept searching, and  
eventually they got there. What in your life is God continuing to nudge you to 

think about, pray about, search about? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
May 15, 2022 

 

Centering Prayer before Worship 
Jesus told the disciples he was leaving them with one new thing: 

 a new commandment, to love one another. The ways of the world distract 
us, but the way of Christ, the way of love—it leads us to eternity, a new 

heaven and a new earth, where mourning and death are no more. The 
ways of this world lead to dead ends; the way of Christ, the way of love, 

leads to life. May this time of worship breathe life into your bones.  
 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                Guest Musician: Candice Godby  
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                  Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                    
God who knows us, we are amazed by you. 
Your love never runs out, your hope never runs dry, your joy never gives up.  
We wish that we could be more like you in that way. 
In a world that loves scarcity, your abundance is shocking.  
In a world that knows fear, your joy is compelling. 
In a world that knows anxiety, your peace is captivating. We long for these things. 
So today we ask you—be with us on the hamster wheel.  
Be with us when compassion fatigue rears her head. 

Be with us when stress makes it hard to breathe. 
Be with us when self-doubt pushes in close. 
Be with us when exhaustion becomes constant  
or when loneliness becomes our primary language. 

Be with us, and show us the way to the life you long for us. 
Show us a life of expansive faith. 
Show us a life that is as honest, and rich, and meaningful as the one Jesus led. 

And until that expansive and holy day, we will continue to gather. 
Until that day we will continue to look for you in our midst.                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #35, insert)..............Guest Musician: Dr. Forrest Parker  
“Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty”       

 

 

 
  

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio. May 
they be spiritually fed.  Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery,  

Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
      Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller    Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                
  Blanche Palmer      Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Kathy Newkirk 
Blanche Palmer 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
~Joy Thompson for the passing of her brother-in-law Joe Sams. 

 

~ Dora Yates (sister to Rev. Fairy Caroland), had a stroke in early April  
& has dementia issues. 

 

~ Prayers are asked for Peggy Minor. 
 

~ Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 

PRAISE REPORT  
~ Over $4,000 was raised for Ukrainian refuges and over 52 bookbags for kid refu-
gees was raised at the Flint River Presbytery meeting last Saturday, May 7th, at St 

Andrew's Presbyterian. Our congregation alone donated four (4) bookbags, complete 
with school supplies. May our hearts overflow with abundant gratitude for the gifts 

that were given.   
 

 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  

- Tim & Lois Hunter,  Spoken Worldwide 
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  

 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org  
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: One or two volunteers are needed to manage the Mevo and 
tablet for our Facebook Live church service on Sunday mornings.  With one or two 

more volunteers, each of us could serve about once a month.   
Training will be provided.  Prayerfully consider serving in this way.   

Please let Sharon McFarland know if you are willing to serve.  Thank you.  



 

 MAY 2022 CHURCH CALENDAR   
MAY ELDER OF THE MONTH - Sharon Parks 

JUNE ELDER OF THE MONTH - Cynthia Richmond 
 

CHURCH SOFTBALL ~ Are you interested in playing softball? The 2022 Adult Church 
League Softball is starting and we would love for you to be a part of it! If you are  
interested in playing on this co-ed team, please contact Nate Herron at 229-815-2914 
for more details. If want to cheer the team on, the schedule is below. Come on, let's 
play some softball! Thursday, May 12 @ 8:00pm  *The double elimination tourna-
ment begins May 17th and ends May 27th.   

 

WAYNE AND JODY ARRINGTON ~ On Sunday, May 22nd Wayne and Jody Arrington 
will be leading the congregation in singing some old-fashioned blue grass hymns!  
Prepare your vocal cords to sing some favorites!  
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ~ Sunday, May 22 after worship a congregational 
meeting will be held to elect elders. The Nominating Committee has nominated  
Ronnie Greer, Richard Pollette and Terry McDonald.   

 

SESSION ~ Tuesday, May 24th at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 

Dear First Presbyterian Church, 
As many of you know, my husband and I moved my mother in with us last 
summer. It was our hope that in doing so we could take care of her as she  
continued to age and needed more and more assistance. My  mother was 
recently diagnosed with Lewy Body Dementia  and what this has meant for 
our family is that we have had to make some major adjustments to continue 
to care for her in our home, which is our heart’s desire.  
 

I met with the First Presbyterian personnel committee last week and at that 
time, asked that I be allowed to continue in my role as Office Manager,  
but working remotely at this time. They so graciously agreed to my request.  
I want you all to know how much my family appreciates you and that I  
continue to be in your service. 
 

With love and gratitude, 
Marcia Seymour 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
Family of faith, 

we come to confession not to wallow in our own guilt. Instead, we come to confession 
because we know that change starts with being honest. So in a desire to grow and 

change, let us pray to a God who loves us. Let us confess our sins together. . . 
 
 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
We confess that some of the hardest moments in our life are the moments 
where we truly do not know what to do. Where we struggle to know what is 
right and what is wrong. Peter received a vision from God that gave him fresh 
insights and a new direction for the church. Yet with that vision came fear, 
and a struggle to communicate how it really was the will of God. Praise God 
that the Holy Spirit did not give up on the early church. Praise God that the 
Holy Spirit does not give up on us. So as we continue to struggle to find  
answers to hard questions, may we also continue to search and pray.  

 
 
 
 
 

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS  
Friends, God sees you. God hears you. God loves you. You are forgiven and claimed with 

all that you are. Rest in that good news. Thanks be to God, amen. 
 

 

SCRIPTURE          Acts 11:1-18 
 

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also 
accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised 
believers criticized him, 3 saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with 
them?” 4Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5 “I was in the 
city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large 
sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close 
to me. 6 As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and 
birds of the air. 7 I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I 
replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my 
mouth.’ 9 But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made 
clean, you must not call profane.’ 10 This happened three times; then everything was 
pulled up again to heaven. 11 At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesa-
rea, arrived at the house where we were. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them and 
not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied 
me, and we entered the man’s house.  

 

  
 
 
 



 

 *DOXOLOGY (Glory to God 606)………………………………………………..…………………….…….……. 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Amen 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #81, insert)...............Guest Musician: Dr. Forrest Parker  
“Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken” 

 

 
*BENEDICTION         

As you leave this place, 
may you be awestruck by the beauty of this world. 

May you laugh, and may it be contagious. 
May you overflow with love for those around you. 

May you be effusive with hope and quick to point out joy. And in all of your living,  
and breathing, and being, may you find yourself full to the brim with  

God’s Holy Spirit, and may it change  
your life. In the name of the Creator, the Beloved, and Holy Spirit itself— 

go in peace, full to the brim. Amen. 
 
 
 

*POSTLUDE            Guest Musician: Candice Godby  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following  
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one  

another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!  
And also with you! 

 
 

 
Work’s Cited 

 ~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 

13 He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to 
Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14 he will give you a message by which 
you and your entire household will be saved.’ 15 And as I began to speak, the Holy 
Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered the 
word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be  
baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us 
when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” 18 
When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God 
has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 

 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #408, insert)................Guest Musician: Candice Godby  
“There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit”               

 
 

MESSAGE.................................“Vision and Witness”.…….…..……..Pastor Sommer Bower 
 

 

OFFERTORY…………………………………………………………….Guest Musician: Dr. Forrest Parker  
 "At the River"  

arranged by Aaron Copland  
 

Shall we gather by the river, 
Where bright angel’s feet have trod, 

With its crystal tide forever 
Flowing by the throne of God? 

 

Yes, we’ll gather by the river, 
The beautiful, the beautiful river, 

Gather with the saints by the river 
That flows by the throne of God. 

 

Soon we’ll reach the shining river, 
Soon our pilgrimage will cease, 

Soon our happy hearts will quiver 
With the melody of peace. 

 

Yes, we’ll gather by the river, 
The beautiful, the beautiful river, 

Gather with the saints by the river 
That flows by the throne of God.  

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


