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The Seventh Sunday of Easter begin with Acts 16:16-34. After Lydia’s welcome and 
 conversion in verses 11-15, Paul, Silas, and the author of Luke-Acts (and perhaps others) 
were on their way to “the place for prayer.” It is not clear where this is—perhaps the same 
place where they met Lydia by the riverbank. While on their way, they met a slave woman, 

who was being forced to tell fortunes to make a prophet for those who controlled her,  
because she was possessed by a spirit. She took notice of Paul and proclaimed that he and 
his companions were servants of the Most High God with a message of God’s salvation. 
Paul was annoyed by her shouting and rebuked the spirit within her—it left her at that 

moment. The people controlling the woman had Paul and Silas thrown into prison because 
of the disturbance they had caused. Paul and Silas were beaten and thrown into the  

innermost cell of the prison, their feet chained up. However, Paul and Silas prayed and 
sang hymns, and around midnight an earthquake occurred, shaking the foundation of the 

prison and all the gates opened and chains came loose. The jailer, upon awakening, 
 assumed everyone had escaped and was going to kill himself, but Paul stopped him,  

because no one had left. The jailer believed that God had done this, and asked Paul and 
 Silas what he must do to be saved. The jailer and his household were then all baptized. 
They took care of Paul and Silas and fed them, for everyone had come to believe in God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
May 29, 2022 ~ 11:00 am 

 

Prepare your hearts for worship 
“As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and  

winter, day and night shall not cease.” These ancient words spoken to Noah after the 
flood remind us that God’s steadfast love endures forever. The earth endures from the 
beginning of creation, and so shall God’s love for us. No matter the struggles we face 
now, we will make it through by our love for one another. God loves us so much that 
God sent Jesus to us, that whoever believes may have eternity now. God sent the Son 
not to condemn the world but in order for the world to be saved. Go, and share this 

good news: God’s love endures forever and there is no condemnation in  
Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.  

 

 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                    Guest Pianist: Candice Godby  
 
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                  Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                       
We gather together to worship 
the Lord of heaven and earth, 
the Maker of the universe and all it contains; 

who gives life and breath to all things, 
and satisfies every need. 
This is the God we worship! 
                                          

 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #664, insert).................................................................... 
“Morning Has Broken”       

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, 

Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
      Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller    Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                
  Blanche Palmer      Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 
 

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Richard Pollette 
Cathy Reynolds 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
~Joy Thompson for the passing of her brother-in-law Joe Sams. 

~ Dora Yates (sister to Rev. Fairy Caroland), had a stroke in early April  
& has dementia issues. 

 

~ Prayers are asked for Peggy Minor 
 

~ Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 
 

 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  

- Tim & Lois Hunter,  Spoken Worldwide 
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  

 
 
 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org  
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 
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 MAY 2022 CHURCH CALENDAR   
MAY ELDER OF THE MONTH - Sharon Parks 

JUNE ELDER OF THE MONTH - Cynthia Richmond 
 
 
 

SESSION (Ruling Elders):  
  Class of 2022  Class of 2023             Class of 2024 
                           Jim Buffaloe   Meda Krenson             Tom Collins 
  Cynthia Richmond  Sharon Parks               Carrie Hawkins 
              Earl Williams              Joy Thompson             Sharon McFarland (clerk) 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH SOFTBALL ~ The 2022 Adult Church League Softball is coming to an end and 
we would love for you to cheer the team on. The double elimination tournament  
begins May 17th and ends May 27th. All games are at the Sumter Recreational  
Highway 19 Sports Complex.  
 

 

MEMORIAL DAY ~ Monday, May 30th   
 
 

PRESBYTERY FINANCE ~ The Presbytery finance committee will be meeting in the 
church fellowship hall on Thursday, June 23rd at 2 pm and Thursday, September 1st 
at 2 pm   
 

THANK YOU MEVO VOLUNTEERS - A big thank you to Donna Minich and Cynthia 

Richmond for volunteering to handle the Mevo during the Sunday services.  They join 

Carrie Hawkins, Sharon Parks and Sharon McFarland in this ministry. 

 

 

 
 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION  
There are very few things as powerful as a group of people that admits they need God 
and asks for grace as they grow.  Let us be brave in our truth-telling and honest in our 
confession. For we will always be met by grace. Let us pray. . .  

 

 



 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Jesus of Nazareth,  
we admit that often we tuck our faith into our pockets, hiding in a place of comfort  
rather than proudly declaring: 
       yes we are Christian,  
       yes we believe,  
       yes this faith has changed me and my outlook on the world.   
Forgive us for whispering when we could be singing. Forgive us for staying quiet when 
we could be part of rewriting the narrative. We want to be brave. We want to pour out 
perfume over your feet.   
 

Our world needs Christians now more than ever to be bold in our faith.   
As we mourn those lost and the lives devastated by recent shootings…  

at the grocery store in Buffalo, New York,   
at the shooting at Geneva Presbyterian Church in California during worship   
and the shooting at Robb Elementary in Texas,   

we go to you once more in prayer and sorrow.   
 

 

Great Shepherd,  
we run to you today, clinging to you through this dark valley. We don’t know 
what it looks like ahead, but we know you do. You have been there; you have 
walked through this before. You are faithful. May faithful Christian’s be bold in 
their faith, bold in their compassion, bold in seeking ways to prevent these trage-
dies, bold in proclaiming you are there, even in the darkest valley.  

 
 
 

Lord Jesus,   
This Memorial Day weekend we think about the tragedies of war, remembering those 
we’ve lost and all it has cost. We look forward to the age to come when the nations will 
be completely healed (Revelation 22:2), and you will wipe every tear from our eyes.  

We set our hope on that day when death, sorrow, crying, and pain will be gone  
forever!  

 
 
 

These things we pray, amen.  
 

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS  
Family of faith,   
You are free—to be bold, to be courageous, to be exactly who God called you to be. We 
follow a God who has the power to shake the foundations of prison doors so we might 
be set free. Thank you for making way for us to have victory over sin. You’ve shown us 
your greater love, evidenced in the ultimate sacrifice you made at the cross.  
Thanks be to God for your everlasting love.   
Thanks be to God, amen.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SCRIPTURE                    Acts 16:16-34 
16 One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave girl who had a 
spirit of divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. 
17 While she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the 
Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.” 18 She kept doing this for 
many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in 
the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. 19 But 
when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul 
and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. 20 When 
they had brought them before the magistrates, they said, “These men are disturbing 
our city; they are Jews 21 and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as 
Romans to adopt or observe.” 22 The crowd joined in attacking them, and the  
magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with 
rods. 23 After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and 
ordered the jailer to keep them securely. 24 Following these instructions, he put them 
in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 
 
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the 
prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent 
that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were 
opened and everyone’s chains were unfastened. 27 When the jailer woke up and saw 
the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he 
supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do 
not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 29 The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, 
he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he brought them outside and 
said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 They answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, 
and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32 They spoke the word of the Lord 

to him and to all who were in his house. 33 At the same hour of the night he took 
them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized without 
delay. 34 He brought them up into the house and set food before them; and he and 
his entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God. 

 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     

 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #451, insert)................................................................... 
V 

“Open My Eyes”               

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 MESSAGE.....................................“Resistance is Futile”…………………..……....………...…..……. 
Pastor Sommer Bower 

 

OFFERTORY  
 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Glory to God 606)………………………………………………..…………………….…….…... 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Amen 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #634, insert).................................................................... 
V 

“To God be the Glory” 
 
 
 

*BENEDICTION         
Listen to the promise Jesus makes: 

 

I will never abandon you as orphans—I will come to you. 
Even though the world will not be able to see me, 

I will never vanish from your sight. 
And since I live, you will also live. 

 

Go from here in the knowledge 
that you do not go alone: 

the power and presence of God goes with you. 
Praise be to God! 

 
 

*POSTLUDE………………......…...……..….……….........................Guest Pianist: Candice Godby  

 
 
 
 
 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following  
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one  

another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!  
And also with you! 

 
 


