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Our series in Galatians ends this week. Paul gives further  
instructions to this church that was divided on how to welcome and accept 
Gentile believers. In the first six verses, Paul calls upon the church to bear 

one another’s burdens, but all are responsible themselves for their own  
actions in how they live out the word of Christ. Paul reiterates the lesson 

from last week’s reading: those who live in the ways of this world,  
the flesh, will find those ways are dead ends.  

 

The way of Christ, the way of the Spirit, leads to eternal life.  
Paul encourages the church to work for the good of all, especially  

the family of faith which includes Gentile believers. One last time, 
 Paul reminds the church that belonging to Christ is about faith, not about  

circumcision—and that controversy ought to be over because everyone 
 in Christ has become a new creation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WAYS TO WORSHIP: 
  

  

 

 

 
 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
   

 
RADIO 

Church Service will continue to be on the radio.  
You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7  
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com 

  

FACEBOOK 
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live  

at First Presbyterian Church of Americus 
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church  

Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/ 
   

CHURCH WEBSITE  
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream  

is complete, the live stream will be on our church website  
 www.americuspresbyterian.org  

   

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING: 
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal  

hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/  

 

 

 

 

  

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed. Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, 
Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 

 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
      Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller    Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                
  Blanche Palmer      Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
 

Jim and Pat Buffaloe 
Mary Catron 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
~ Charles Helton Hawkins - We extend our condolences to the Hawkins’ family with 

the loss of Darryl Hawkins’ father, Charles “Helton” Hawkins. The funeral service was 
held on Wednesday, June 29th at 4:00 pm at Trinity Baptist Church in Calhoun, GA.  

Condolences may be sent to 
The Hawkins' Family 

113 North Pointe Circle  
Americus, GA 31709  

 

~ Lillie Thurman - We extend our condolences to the family of Lillie Thurman.  
The funeral for Lillie Thurman is on Saturday, July 9th at 2:00 pm at First Presbyterian 

Church of Thomaston. Visitation is at 1:00pm. First Presbyterian Church is located 
at 403 Birdsong Street, Thomaston, Georgia 30286.  

 

~ Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 

PRAISE 
~ Congratulations to Carrie Hawkins for graduating from GSW with her BSN 

 (Bachelor of Science in Nursing)!  
~ Congratulations to Ella Hawkins as well on her marriage to A.J. Hayes!  

 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  

- Tim & Lois Hunter,  Spoken Worldwide 
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  

 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org  
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 

http://www.americusradio.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/


 

 

 

 

JULY 2022 CHURCH CALENDAR   
JULY ELDER OF THE MONTH - Earl Williams 

AUGUST ELDER OF THE MONTH - Meda Krenson 
 
 
 

SESSION (Ruling Elders):  
Class of 2022  Class of 2023             Class of 2024                        Class of 2025 
Jim Buffaloe   Meda Krenson             Tom Collins         Ronnie Greer 
Cynthia Richmond  Sharon Parks               Carrie Hawkins         Terry McDonald 
Earl Williams              Joy Thompson             Sharon McFarland (clerk)   Richard Pollette 
 
 
 

JULY WORSHIP ~ for the month of July our congregation will worship in the cool  
fellowship hall. We will continue to worship at the round tables with coffee & treats. 
We look forward to you joining us!  
 
 

THE SESSION CLASS OF 2025 (Ronnie Greer, Terry McDonald, and Richard Pollette) will 
be ordained and installed on Sunday, July 10th during 11am worship.   

VACATION ~ Pastor Sommer and Family will be on vacation July 11-17th  
 
 

SESSION ~ Tuesday, August 23, 2022 at 6:00pm 
 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS ~ The Flint River Presbytery will host a Confirmation Class on 
September 23-24th. This class is for students in grades 6-12 who may or may not have 
had any previous confirmation experience. Designed to foster connections between 
youth throughout our presbytery, this overnight experience will celebrate the wisdom 
of basic Reformed beliefs and celebrate the gifts of being a presbytery. The Presbytery 
would like to know if you plan to send children (and how many) by July 1st .  
Interested? Contact Pastor Sommer at sommer@americuspresbyterian.org  
 

   

ROAD TRIP TO MONTGOMERY ~ The Presbytery “On the Road” excursions has set a 
date for the first excursion!! SAVE THE DATE for October 7th-8th for a trip to  
Montgomery, Alabama for the Legacy Museum and Memorial plus other points of  
interest pertaining to the civil rights movement. Interested? Contact Pastor Sommer 
at sommer@americuspresbyterian.org  

 

First Presbyterian Church of Americus, GA 
Sunday, July 03, 2022 ~ 11:00 a.m. 

 

Being Transformed this morning in Worship 

Recall the opening verse of the letter to Galatia: (1:1-2) “From Paul, an apostle 
who is sent not from human authority or commissioned through human agency, 
but sent through Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised him from the dead; 
and from all the brothers and sisters with me.” From the very beginning of the 
letter, the idea of transformation through Christ is the heart of the letter. Paul 

was transformed. Christ was resurrected. The next paragraphs detail Paul’s own 
conversion from one who harassed the church into the apostle of Christ.  

Transformation happens with God and in community  
(brothers and sisters with me). Let us be transformed this morning in worship! 

 
 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                    Guest Pianist: Candice Godby  
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                  Pastor Sommer Bower 

                                      
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #336, insert).................................................................... 
“We Gather Together”       

CALL TO WORSHIP                             
Each week the struggle of our existence needs a hook-up with hope. And so, we gather 
to rehearse the stories that form us into the kind of people—the kind of community—
that provides reason for such hope. Only then can we live out that hope for others.  

Because you can’t be what you haven’t seen, we focus our imagination on 
what God has done in order to recognize what God is doing. The legends of 
our faith, proclaimed in Scripture, provide a memorial that will never forget 
God’s presence, promise, and peace.  

From this vantage point, we begin to glimpse what God yet will do. 
God has done great things and will continue to do great things.  
In this we believe.  

Transformation happens with God.  
Let us be transformed this morning in worship.  

 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #223, insert).................................................................... 
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”   
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PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE        Galatians 6: 1-6, 7-16  NRSV 
6 My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have received the Spirit 
should restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care that you yourselves are 
not tempted. 2 Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of 
Christ. 3 For if those who are nothing think they are something, they deceive them-
selves. 4 All must test their own work; then that work, rather than their neighbor’s 
work, will become a cause for pride. 5 For all must carry their own loads. 6 Those who 
are taught the word must share in all good things with their teacher. 7 Do not be  
deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. 8 If you sow to your 
own flesh, you will reap corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you will 
reap eternal life from the Spirit. 9 So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for 
we will reap at harvest-time, if we do not give up. 10 So then, whenever we have an 
opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of 
faith. 
 

11 See what large letters I make when I am writing in my own hand! 12 It is those who 
want to make a good showing in the flesh that try to compel you to be circumcised—
only that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. 13 Even the circumcised 
do not themselves obey the law, but they want you to be circumcised so that they 
may boast about your flesh. 14 May I never boast of anything except the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 
For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is anything; but a new creation is  
everything! 16 As for those who will follow this rule—peace be upon them, and mercy, 
and upon the Israel of God. 
 
 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 

 
MESSAGE……………………………………………………………………………………Pastor Sommer Bower 

“Hope Hook-up“ 
 
 

OFFERTORY  
 

  

 

 *DOXOLOGY (Glory to God 606)………………………………………………..……………….……………..… 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Amen 
 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #552)………………............................................................... 
“Holy, Holy, Holy“ 

 
 

COMMUNION  

We are celebrating communion today as a family of faith. At the round table you are 

seated at, you will be invited to pass the plate of bread around the table, each taking a 

piece of bread and immediately partaking. In the same manner, you are invited to pass 

around the tray of juice, each taking a cup around your round table. Take, eat, drink, 

rejoice. In a world that so strongly lacks peace, may you be at peace as you partake of 

this gift of grace. The first words Jesus spoke to his followers after his resurrection 

were, “Peace be with you.” On this holy day of worship recognize the pull the Spirit has 

on your life and that Jesus’ still speaks those word’s of peace today. 

 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #337, insert).................................................................... 
V 

“My Country, ‘Tis of Thee” 
(verse 1 & 4)  

 
 

*BENEDICTION   
 
 
 
 

 
 

*POSTLUDE………………......…...……..….……….........................Guest Pianist: Candice Godby  

 
 

  


