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The Gospel lesson of Luke 14:25-33 speaks about what holds us back from 
following Christ, and that sometimes division is necessary. The difference 

is not to be used as a weapon of division, but that division does happen 
when we choose Christ over the world. The footnote on 14:26 in The CEB 

Study Bible suggests that possibly family members had accused the  
disciples of hating them as they left their homes to follow Jesus. Choosing 
Jesus may mean choosing to follow Jesus over the expectations and desires 

of others. Jesus further states that those who do not carry the cross and  
follow him cannot be his disciple. They must be willing to put to death the 
hold this world has on them. Jesus concludes by saying no one can be his 
disciple if they are unwilling to give up their possessions. We must weigh 

the cost, and if we value the things of this world over Jesus, we cannot  
follow him. We cannot allow the things of this world that we have created 
to have a hold on us, and that includes the traditions and expectations of 
families to create and build wealth for inheritance. To give that up would 

amount to hatred of family in order to be Jesus’s disciple. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WAYS TO WORSHIP: 
  

  

 

 

 
 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
RADIO 

Church Service will continue to be on the radio.  
You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7  
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com 

  

FACEBOOK 
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live  

at First Presbyterian Church of Americus 
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church  

Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/ 
   

CHURCH WEBSITE  
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream  

is complete, the live stream will be on our church website  
 www.americuspresbyterian.org  

  

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING: 
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal  

hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/  

  
  

 

 

 

Work’s Cited 
~ The “Cost of Discipleship” is from Rev. Dr. Karoline Lewis at Luther Seminary . 

 ~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 

  

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  
May they be spiritually fed. Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our  

Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community 
and especially: 

 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
      Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller    Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                
  Blanche Palmer      Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Jim and Marilyn Marble 

Nancy Miller 
 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
~Carla Cullison was in a car accident on Wednesday, August 10th and is recovering at 

Phoebe Main in Albany. The family is grateful for your many prayers and notes of 
encouragement!  

Correspondence may be sent to: 
The Cullison Family 

Gary, Carla and Caitlin Cullison 
399 Bob Dodson Road, Unit A 

Plains, Georgia 31780 
Gary Cullison's cell: 229-733-9468/gary.cullison@outlook.com 

 

 MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  

- Tim & Lois Hunter,  Spoken Worldwide 
- Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  

 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org  
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 

 
 

SEASONS OF GRIEF ~ A Grief support group will be offered starting mid-September, 
at Calvary Episcopal Church in Americus, Ga. The group will be facilitated by Deacon 
Geri using a curriculum she compiled and wrote to assist people who have lost a 
Loved One to death. Seating is limited to ten participants so please contact Deacon 
Geri if you are interested in being part of this group. GLNelson609@gmail.com 

http://www.americusradio.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/


 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 2022 CHURCH CALENDAR   
   SEPTEMBER ELDER OF THE MONTH - Carrie Hawkins 

OCTOBER ELDER OF THE MONTH - Sharon McFarland 
 
 

SESSION (Ruling Elders):  
       Class of 2023             Class of 2024                         Class of 2025 
       Meda Krenson    Tom Collins              Ronnie Greer 
      Sharon Parks              Carrie Hawkins             Terry McDonald 
      Joy Thompson    Sharon McFarland (clerk)    Richard Pollette 
 
 
 
 

 
 

LUAU CHURCH DINNER ~ Sunday, September 18th @ 5:00pm in our church fellowship 
hall we are having a Luau themed fellowship meal! This is a JOINT church event with 
Fellowship Baptist Church and it is going to be so much fun! The church is providing 
delicious pineapple chicken and drinks and we are asking YOU to bring a side dish to 
share. Fellowship Baptist is bringing fruit and dessert. Tacky Hawaiian shirts are  
welcome and encouraged.   
 
 

SESSION ~ Tuesday, September 27, 2022 at 6:00 pm  
 
 

RISE AGAINST HUNGER ~ On Sunday, October 2nd we will be traveling to First 
Presbyterian Church of Albany to join them to pack food for the hungry at 2:00pm for 
Rise Against Hunger. We will carpool to Albany. It is good to do mission together!  
 
 

FLINT RIVER PRESBYTERY ~ Saturday, October 15 at First Presbyterian Church 
in Valdosta.   

 
 

RAILROAD TRAIN TRIP ~ Can't you hear the whistle blowin'? On Saturday, November 
5th

 the Presbytery is going on a fun-filled train ride. We depart Willachooche, GA, at 
10am. Then, we'll stop for a brief look around Nashville, GA, and return. Bring a picnic 
lunch, enjoy lunch in the dining car, or even grab a burger at the Farmer's Market in 
Nashville. The cost of this trip, which is generously discounted, is $25 per person.  
 
 

THE GSW PRES HOUSE is providing free lunch for the students every Monday and 
Thursday! Want to help out? Contact Rev. Mary Runyon @ 865-724-7702   

 

First Presbyterian Church of Americus, GA 
Sunday, September 4, 2022 ~ 11:00 a.m. 

 

The Cost of Discipleship 
What a different way of being it would be if the cross were a way of choosing life  

and not fixated on death. In fact, if Luke is right, carrying the cross might result in life 
for another. This is not to say Jesus’ death doesn’t matter.  It’s to push how and why it 
matters. A certainty that “release of the captives” is a past, present, and future reality, 
but that that future depends on our choice to carry the cross of Jesus So, carrying your 

cross is a choice and ironically, it is a choice for life and not death. 
 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                     Guest Pianist: Joy Thompson  
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                  Pastor Sommer Bower                 
     

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #667, insert).................................................................... 
“When Morning Gilds the Sky”       

CALL TO WORSHIP                       Prayer of Mother Teresa  
The Call and Cost of Discipleship is great.  

People are often unreasonable, irrational, and self-centered.   
Forgive them anyway. 

If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives.   
Be kind anyway. 

If you are successful, you will win some unfaithful friends and some genuine 
 enemies.   
Succeed anyway. 

If you are honest and sincere people may deceive you.   
Be honest and sincere anyway. 

What you spend years creating, others could destroy overnight.   
Create anyway. 

 If you find serenity and happiness, some may be jealous.   
Be happy anyway. 

The good you do today, will often be forgotten.   
Do good anyway. 

Give the best you have, and it will never be enough.   
Give your best anyway. 

In the final analysis, it is between you and God.   
It was never between you and them anyway. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #835)……………….............................................................. 
“Just a Closer Walk with Thee” 



 

 PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE                          Luke 14: 25-33: The Cost of Discipleship 
25 Now large crowds were traveling with him, and he turned and said to them, 26 
“Whoever comes to me and does not hate (a) father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does 
not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, intend-
ing to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he 
has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not 
able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow began to 
build and was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, going out to wage war against  
another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand 
to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he cannot, 
then while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of 
peace. 33 So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all 
your possessions. 

a. According to Rob Myalis of the blog “Lectionary Greek,” “The English term 
'hate' generally suggests effective connotations that do not always do justice, 
especially to some Semitic shame-honor oriented use of μισεω (נ  inשנאנ ננ
Hebrew) in the sense 'hold in disfavor, be disinclined to, have relatively little 
regard for.' In fact, he even suggests translating it "disfavor, disregard" in 
contrast to preferential treatment." 
 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 
 
 

 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #175, insert)……………….................................................... 
“Seek Ye First” 

 

MESSAGE……………………………………………………………………………………Pastor Sommer Bower 
“The Honor of Choosing” 

 

 
 
 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER 
The Lord of the Universe assures us that in our human lives we are to “first sit down 
and estimate the cost.” Be assured that our greatest possession— the only possession 
that we can never lose— is our possession of you, O God. We are God’s people. It is 
God who made us and we are God’s. We are God’s people and the sheep of God’s  
pasture and God’s gracious possession.  Thanks be to God. This we believe and pray, in 
the name of our Savior, who taught us to pray… 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
OFFERTORY  
 
 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Glory to God 606)………………………………………………..……………….……………..… 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Amen 
 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 
 

COMMUNION: INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
 
 

 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #625, insert).................................................................... 
V 

“How Great Thou Art” 
 

*BENEDICTION   
 
 

 
 

*POSTLUDE………………......…...……..….………..........................Guest Pianist: Joy Thompson  

 
 

  


