
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

 

Rich Man and Lazarus 

 
 

 
 

 

 

“Balm of Gilead” by Deror 
Jesus told the story of the Rich Man and Lazarus in Luke 16:19-31. Prior to this story, 
Jesus was teaching his disciples and encountered some Pharisees who were opposed to 

him. It is good to remember that just a few chapters ago, in 13:31, some Pharisees 
warned Jesus that Herod wanted to kill him. Not all the Pharisees were at odds with Je-
sus. In this part of chapter 16, Jesus challenged the Pharisees and others on wealth own-
ership, and how wealth can lead us away from what God desires for us. In this story Je-
sus told, a man named Lazarus, who was poor and covered with sores on his body, used 
to sleep at the gates of a rich man’s house—a man who lived in luxury without a care in 
the world. When both men died, Lazarus was taken by the angels to Abraham, while the 
rich man suffered. The rich man called upon Abraham for mercy but also had the nerve 

to tell Abraham to send Lazarus to relieve his suffering! Abraham reminded the rich 
man that he had everything during his life while Lazarus had to suffer, so now it was 

time for Lazarus to be comforted. The rich man begged Abraham to send Lazarus to his 
brothers to warn them, but Abraham said if they didn’t believe the prophets, they were-
n’t going to believe, even if someone rose from the dead—foreshadowing Jesus and the 

hardness of heart some people would have toward him. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

2022 Presbytery Wide Mission Event 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church of Albany 
Sunday, October 2nd 

2:00 p.m. 
 

Join other Presbyterian Churches in the Flint River Presbytery on  
Sunday, October 2nd @ 2:00 p.m. in Albany to pack food for the  

hungry. We will be wearing casual clothing, fashionable hairnets and 
smiles as we work together to pack 10,000 bags of food.  

After Sunday 11am worship in Americus we will have lunch together 
as a church and then carpool to Albany. Can you join us?? 

Make a hands-on impact on hunger by packaging nutritious meals 
that will change lives for decades to come! 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

220 North Jackson Street, Albany, Georgia 31701 

 229.432.6289   www.1stpresalbany.org 

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  
May they be spiritually fed. Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our  

Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community 
and especially: 

 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
      Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller    Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                
  Blanche Palmer      Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
 

Sharon and John Parks 
Malcolm and Anne Perry 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
~ Family of Bud Cofer - We lift up in prayer the Cofer family with the death of  

Bud Cofer at the age of 99. Dr. Harland Elbert "Bud" Cofer was a professor  
emeritus at Georgia Southwestern State University, as well as a devoted elder at  

First Presbyterian Church. In 2006 he and his wife Anne moved to Charleston to be 
closer to family. Dr. Cofer passed away peacefully in his sleep and will be dearly 
missed. Donations may be made to the Charles Stephen Cofer Research Fund at 

Georgia Southwestern State University, 
 GSW Foundation Inc., PO Box 926, Americus GA.31709 or to 

 Lutheran Hospice, 1885 Rifle Range Rd., Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464.  
 

 MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  

- Tim & Lois Hunter,  Spoken Worldwide 
- Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  

 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org  
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 

 
 

SESSION (Ruling Elders):  
       Class of 2023             Class of 2024                         Class of 2025 
      Meda Krenson    Tom Collins               Ronnie Greer 
      Sharon Parks               Carrie Hawkins             Terry McDonald 
      Joy Thompson    Sharon McFarland (clerk)    Richard Pollette 
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SEPTEMBER 2022 CHURCH CALENDAR   
SEPTEMBER ELDER OF THE MONTH - Carrie Hawkins 
OCTOBER ELDER OF THE MONTH - Sharon McFarland 

 
 

 

CONFIRMATION RETREAT ~ The Presbytery Confirmation Retreat is Friday, Septem-
ber 23 and Saturday, September 24th. Vicki Dieth of First Presbyterian of Columbus is 
the main leader for the confirmation class and Pastor Sommer will be assisting as 
well. Thank you for praying for the kids and leaders attending!  
 
 

SESSION ~ Tuesday, September 27, 2022 at 6:00 pm. Session will meet at the CSM 
House. 
 
 

THE GSW PRES HOUSE is providing free lunch for the students every Monday and 
Thursday! Our church has been asked to specifically help out with lunch on Thursday, 
October 6th and host a Thanksgiving meal on November 17th. Want to help out more? 
Contact Rev. Mary Runyon @ 865-724-7702/mary@gswpreshouse.org 
 
 
 

RISE AGAINST HUNGER ~ On Sunday, October 2nd we will be traveling to First  
Presbyterian Church of Albany to join them to pack food for the hungry at 2:00pm for 
Rise Against Hunger. We will carpool to Albany. It is good to do mission together!  
 
 

MONTGOMERY TRIP ~ The Presbytery is heading to Montgomery, AL on Saturday, 
October 8th to tour the Legacy Museum and Memorial and the Rosa Parks Museum. 
Deadline to RSVP for this trip: Thursday, September 22nd  
(ecantrell@flintriverpresbytery.org). Trip Cost (not including meals): $13 per person.  
 
 
 
 

FLINT RIVER PRESBYTERY MEETING ~ The next Presbytery meeting will be on  
Saturday, October 15 at First Presbyterian Church in Valdosta. Elder Tom Collins will 
be attending as the church commissioner, along with Pastor Sommer.  
 

 
RAILROAD TRAIN TRIP ~ Can't you hear the whistle blowin'? On Saturday, November 
5th the Presbytery is going on a fun-filled train ride. We depart Willachooche, GA, at 
10am. Then, we'll stop for a brief look around Nashville, GA, and return. The cost of 
this trip, which is generously discounted, is $25 per person. RSVP to 
ecantrell@flintriverpresbytery.org or 229-869-2717. Limited to the first 40 people 
who rsvp.   

 

Work’s Cited 
 ~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 

 

First Presbyterian Church of Americus, GA 
Sunday, September 25 , 2022 ~ 11:00 a.m. 

 
 

A Blessing for those who serve in our church & the Presbytery 
May all who serve our church and the presbytery- expecting nothing in return 

be blessed with a deep and rooted sense of Your steady presence. 
May all who serve—discover the joy of sharing all that they are and all that they have. 

May they discover your kingdom within them and among us. 
May you, O Lord, equip them and empower them to be faithful disciples,  

choosing kindness, patience, and goodness at every turn. 
 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                    Guest Pianist: Candice Godby  
 
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                  Pastor Sommer Bower  

    
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #327, insert).................................................................... 
"From All That Dwell Below the Skies”       

 
CALL TO WORSHIP                              (Psalm 146:1-2, 5, 7, 10) 
Praise the LORD! 

Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 

I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 
Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 

Whose hope is in the LORD their God, 
Who executes justice for the oppressed; 
Who gives food to the hungry. 

The LORD sets the prisoners free; 
The LORD will reign forever, 

Your God, for all generations. 
Praise the LORD! 
 
*HYMN (Glory to God #761, insert)………………................................................................. 

(verse 1 and 2) 
“Called as Partners in Christ’s Service” 
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 OFFERTORY  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Glory to God 606)……………………………………………..…………….….………....…...… 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Amen 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Holy One, our world moves at a rapid pace of work, school, care of loved ones, paying 
bills, and all the other things that are important but can overwhelm us. Help us to find 
the holy in the midst of it all: the brief moments of quiet, the time to read a chapter of a 
book, the sunshine breaking through the clouds, the task of watering plants. Wherever 
we find a bit of Sabbath rest, O God, may we find it a holy moment. Whenever we find 
a bit of good, O God, nurture that goodness in us. May we find joy in giving as much as 
we find joy in receiving. May we seek the holy in our daily lives, for it escapes us in the 
world that pursues values away from You. May we find the holy moments already 
among us. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #541, insert)..................................................................... 
(verse 1)  

“God Be with You Till We Meet Again”  
 

*BENEDICTION   
 
 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE………………...…...…..….………..................................Guest Pianist: Candice Godby 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 A LITURGY TO CELEBRATE THE GIFTS OF SERVICE TO THE LARGER CHURCH 
Today we are gathered to celebrate the wonderful people who have volunteered their 
time, talent, and treasure to the larger church, through service to Flint River Presbytery, 
Synod of the South Atlantic, and the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA). Paul tells us that there are variety of gifts and varieties of activities, but it is the 
same God who activates all of them in everyone as a manifestation of the Holy Spirit 
for the common good. There is no insignificant work that is done among us. It is appro-
priate on this day that we should recognize the work that is done by so many faithful 
and dedicated people, give thanks to Almighty God for the variety of ways our people 
serve.  
 

First Presbyterian Church of Americus church members serving on  
Presbytery committees 

 

Advisory Board:              Bill Krenson as Finance Liaison 
Campus Ministry:              Fred Richmond, Sharon McFarland 
Finance Committee:          Bill Krenson 
Committee on Mission and Evangelism (CME): Donna Minich, Katie Minich,  
& Tom McFarland 
Ministry (COM):  Sharon McFarland 
Personnel:   Meda Krenson 
Preparation for Ministry:  Rev. Sommer Bower 
Property:   Beth Williams, Earl Williams 
Capital Campaign for Campus Ministry:  Fred Richmond, Sharon McFarland 
 
 

We acknowledge and express heartfelt appreciation for those who give of their time 
and talents for the betterment of our presbytery and the church universal. 

We celebrate their willingness to give  
and acknowledge sacrifices made to be an active part of our presbytery. 

We give thanks for those who have served on presbytery committees and commissions, 
for those who think deeply, thoughtfully, and creatively, working together toward a 
bright future that all of us may enjoy together. 

We are mutually blessed by your work and service. 
We give thanks for all who have served the Synod and General Assembly as commis-
sioners or through other forms of service. 

Thanks be to God for those who seek to serve within the connectional church. 
We lift up the ones whose labor and effort are unseen and unsung, but who carry 
Christ’s ministry into our community and world. 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

SCRIPTURE                                            Luke 16: 19-31            NRSV updated version  
19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted 
sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered 
with sores, 21 who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s  
table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22 The poor man died and was 
carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was  
buried. 23 In Hades, where he was being tormented, he lifted up his eyes and saw 
Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24 He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have 
mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue, for I am in agony in these flames.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember 
that during your lifetime you received your good things and Lazarus in like manner evil 
things, but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26 Besides all this,  
between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to 
pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ 27 He 
said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house— 28 for I have five 
brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of 
torment.’ 29 Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen 
to them.’ 30 He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone from the dead goes to 
them, they will repent.’ 31 He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the 
prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ”                              
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 
 
 
 

MESSAGE…………………………………….…………...………………..…..….…....Pastor Sommer Bower  
“Decisions at the Gate”  

 
 

 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #630).............................................................................. 
    ”Fairest Lord Jesus ”   

 

 

 

 Thank you God for the love that motivates, empowers,  
and equips your people to serve. 

We ask you, O Lord, to work through us. Keep us ready and watchful for new and  
surprising ways to serve You, our presbytery, our church family, and community, 

Keep our eyes open to the possibilities around us. Grant us the opportunity 
to be Your hands and feet. Allow us to shine our lights into a dark world, 
spreading Your hope, truth, and love in every corner. Amen. 

As you go to live and serve, go with the sure knowledge and peace that the God who 
calls you will go before you, beside you and with you. May God bless and keep you 
this day and forevermore. May we, as Flint River Presbytery and as the body of Christ, 
be a light in the darkness, a bold and bright witness to Christ's love in our corner of 
the vineyard and even into our world. 
 
This we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray,  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


