
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

 

A community of faith responding to God’s call. 
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ.  

 

Reformation Sunday 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Presbyterian Seal: A Closer Look 
The seal of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is a symbolic statement of 

the church's heritage, identity, and mission in contemporary form.  
Its power depends on both its simplicity and complexity, as well as its  

traditional and enduring qualities. 
 

The basic symbols in the seal are the cross, Scripture, the dove,  
and flames. The dominant structural and theological element in the  

design is the cross — the universal and most ecumenical symbol of the 
Christian church. The cross represents the incarnate love of God in Jesus 

Christ and his passion and resurrection. Because of its association  
with Presbyterian history, the Celtic cross was chosen  

as a model for this contemporary rendering of the ancient symbol. 



Presbyterian Tradition 
 
The Presbyterian Church USA is steeped in 
Scottish tradition as it was developed in the 16th 
century by the “Father of Presbyterianism” – 
John Knox. In 1560 he introduced the First Book 
of Discipline which attempted to apply the theo-
cratic system to the whole kingdom, which had 
been developed first in Geneva, Switzerland, by 
John Calvin.  
 

For conduct of public worship, Knox prepared a 
Book of Common Order which was approved by 

the General Assembly in 1564. Some of the order of Scottish Worship is included in 
today’s service.  
 

The Entrances are of strategic importance. The Scottish Presbyterian held in highest 
honor the open Word of God (Little Entrance) and the Communion (Great Entrance). 
The people would stand in honor as these holy items were brought into and taken 
from the Sanctuary. This custom is still observed in the old parish churches of  
Scotland.  
 

Affirmation of Faith – The Scots Confession was written at the request of Parliament 
by John Knox and five associates in 1560. It remained the Confession of the Church of 
Scotland until superseded in 1647 by the Westminster Confession.  
 
 
 

The Bagpipe is Scotland’s traditional music maker. The sounds are stately, joyous and 
thrilling. Depending on the particular clan of Scots, the royal dress was that of tartan 
kilt.  
 

The Scottish Thistle 
 

The Scotch Thistle. “The flowers are rich purple and constitute the badge of the  
Stuarts and are the national emblem of Scotland. This honor was accorded it following 
an invasion of the Danes. In early days of Scottish history, armies only marched during 
the day; but, the Danes, thinking to catch the enemy unawares, moved at night, and 
so that they should not be heard, went barefoot. One warrior, stepping on a  
particularly fine specimen of Thistle cried out in pain, thus arousing the Scots who 
drove them off...” -Flowers of the World, F. Perry, 1972.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  
May they be spiritually fed. Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our  

Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus Ministry,  
Our Community and especially: 

 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
      Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller    Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                
  Blanche Palmer      Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Judy and Jody Wade 

Earl and Beth Williams 
 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
Harriet Bates, a beloved former church member, passed away peacefully on  

October 18 in the presence of her family, following a short cancer-related illness. 
A memorial service will be held at 3:00 p.m. on October 29, 2022, at the  

First Presbyterian Church of Hickory NC. First Presbyterian Church is located at  
237 2nd St., NW, Hickory, NC 28601.  

Condolences may be sent to:  
John W. Bates, Ph.D.  

237 32nd Avenue NW, Hickory, North Carolina 28601  
home 828-324-8308 * cell 828-228-8369  

 

~Carla Cullison ~ Carla Cullison was in a car accident several weeks ago and continues 
to slowly recover.  Thank you for your continued prayers for the Cullison family! 

 

 MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  

- Tim & Lois Hunter,  Spoken Worldwide 
- Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  

 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org  
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 

 

SESSION (Ruling Elders):  
       Class of 2023             Class of 2024                         Class of 2025 
      Meda Krenson    Tom Collins               Ronnie Greer 
      Sharon Parks               Carrie Hawkins             Terry McDonald 
      Joy Thompson    Sharon McFarland (clerk)    Richard Pollette 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FALL CHURCH EVENT CALENDAR  
OCTOBER ELDER OF THE MONTH - Sharon McFarland  
NOVEMBER ELDER OF THE MONTH - Joy Thompson  

 
ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY ~ Our church will be celebrating All Saints’ Sunday,  
November 6th.   
 

HARVEST OF HOPE ~ Harvest of Hope has sent out an “SOS” for rice! Our  
congregation, along with Fellowship Baptist, has been asked to collect one-pound 
bags of rice during the month of October to help fill the Harvest of Hope pantry.   
 

KIWANIS PET PARADE ~ Thursday, October 27th from 4-8pm in downtown 
Americus. Come out and join the fun! Cynthia Richmond will be leading the GSW 
Band on our church steps!   
 

THANKSGIVING COMMUNITY WORSHIP ~Wednesday,November16th@7:00pm at  
Calvary Episcopal Church. Let us give thanks to God together as a community of 
faith!   
 

THE GSW PRES HOUSE is providing free lunch for the students every Monday and 
Thursday! Our church has been asked to specifically host the Thanksgiving meal on 
Thursday, November 17th. Interested in cooking a portion of the feast? Connect with 
Elder Terry McDonald and keep an eye out for the sign-up sheet!   
 

CHRISTMAS CHORAL CONCERT ~ on Sunday, December 4th at 5:00pm at 1st United 
Methodist our community civic chorus will be lifting praise to God in song! Donna 
Minich and Tom McFarland will be singing in this prestigious group, along with many 
others in our community.   
 

SESSION ~ Tuesday, December 6, 2022 at 6:00 pm.   

  

 

First Presbyterian Church of Americus, GA 
Sunday October 30, 2022 ~ 11:00 a.m. 

Reformation Sunday 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                    Guest Pianist: Candice Godby  
 
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                  Pastor Sommer Bower  

 
   

CALL TO WORSHIP                    
Peace be with you. 

And also with you. 
What is this company? 

This company is of God’s children come to be together in God’s holy house. 
From where have you come? 

We come from all places that we may become  
brothers and sisters in Christ in 
this place. 

For what purpose have you come? 
That we may celebrate and enjoy God’s goodness, perceive God’s hand in 
the life of the world, and seek God’s grace to bless and disturb our own lives. 
Amen. 
 

 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #275)............................................................................... 
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 

Written by Martin Luther       
 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION                               (Adapted from the Synod of New York &  
       Philadelphia’s 1787 Presbyterian Directory of Worship)  
Holy, holy, holy Lord God Almighty, who are and were, and are to come: 

Teach us your Word. May we read it with wise and understanding hearts.  
Prepare us to sing your praises with music in our hearts, and to offer you  
acceptable worship. Teach us to pray; inspire us with a spirit of devotion;  
enable us to exercise faith in every moment of worship. And let all we do be 
done to the Glory of the Father, the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, one God. 
Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SCRIPTURE           
 

Jeremiah 31: 31-34 
31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I 
made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says 
the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 
hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they 
teach one another or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord, for I will forgive their iniquity 
and remember their sin no more.  
 

John 8: 31-36 
31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, 
you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 
free.” 33 They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been 
slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to 
sin. 35 The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a 
place there forever. 36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #624)………………………....................................................... 
“I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art” 

Written by John Calvin in 1545  
Music: TOULON, Genevan Psalter, 1551 

 
 
 

MESSAGE……………………………………...…………...………………..…..…......Pastor Sommer Bower 
 “The Truth Will Set You Free” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:           excerpted from the Scots Confession of 1560 
                  Written by John Knox  

We confess and acknowledge one God alone, to whom alone we must cleave, 
whom alone we must serve, whom alone we must worship, and in whom 
alone we put our trust. Who is eternal, infinite, immeasurable,  
incomprehensible, omnipotent, invisible; one in substance and yet distinct in 
three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. By whom we confess 
and believe all things in heaven and earth, visible and invisible, to have been 
created, to be retained in their being, and to be ruled and guided by his  
inscrutable providence for such end as his eternal wisdom, goodness,  
and justice have appointed, and to the manifestation of his own glory. Amen. 

 
 

OFFERTORY  
 
 
 
 
 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Glory to God 606)……………………………………………..…………….….………....…..... 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Amen 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

  

 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #611)................................................................................ 
    ”Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”   

Written by Henry van Dyke 
Music: Ludwig van Beethoven 

 
 

*BENEDICTION   
 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE………………...…...…..….……….................................Guest Pianist: Candice Godby 
 
 

 


