
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

 

A community of faith responding to God’s call. 
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In the New Testament, “saints” is the most used title for  

Christians in the Bible. It literally means “holy ones” and was 
used to refer to Jesus-followers because they were considered  

consecrated to God by the atonement of Christ and the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. As in most of the Pauline letters, Paul addressed the 
Ephesians as “saints.” He informed them that they were all saints 
because, as he said, “God chose us in Christ before the foundation 

of the world to be holy and blameless.” Paul conveyed to the  
Ephesians a strong belief that it was always God’s purpose and 

plan that all believers be numbered among the saints. 
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PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  
May they be spiritually fed. Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our  

Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus Ministry,  
Our Community and especially: 

 
 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
      Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller    Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                
  Blanche Palmer      Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 
MEMBERS REMEMBERED  

Revs. Josh and Sommer Bower; 
Cade and Dianna 

 

Bob and B.J. Bryan 
 
 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
 

~Carla Cullison ~ Carla Cullison was in a car accident several weeks ago and continues 
to slowly recover.  Thank you for your continued prayers for the Cullison family! 

 
 

 MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  

- Tim & Lois Hunter,  Spoken Worldwide 
- Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  

 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org  
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 

 

 
SESSION (Ruling Elders):  

       Class of 2023             Class of 2024                         Class of 2025 
      Meda Krenson    Tom Collins               Ronnie Greer 
      Sharon Parks               Carrie Hawkins             Terry McDonald 
      Joy Thompson    Sharon McFarland (clerk)    Richard Pollette 
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FALL CHURCH EVENT CALENDAR  
NOVEMBER & DECEMBER ELDER OF THE MONTH - Joy Thompson  

 

PRESBYTERY FALL WOMEN’S RETREAT ~ Saturday, November 13 from 10am till 4pm 
at Elmodel Presbyterian Church (1739 Elmodel Highway, Newton, GA, 39870). Theme 
is Women in Scripture: A Deep Dive into the Women who have been Forgotten, Over-
looked or Ignored.”   
 

THANKSGIVING COMMUNITY WORSHIP ~ Wednesday, November 16th @7:00pm at 
Calvary Episcopal Church. Let us give thanks to God together as a community of 
faith!   
 

THE GSW PRES HOUSE is providing free lunch for the students every Monday and 
Thursday! Our church has been asked to specifically host the Thanksgiving meal on 
Thursday, November 17th. Interested in cooking a portion of the feast? Connect with 
Elder Terry McDonald (229-938-3650/tmcdonald1369@gmail.com) and keep an eye 
out for the sign-up sheet!   
 

ADVENT DECORATIONS ~ The sanctuary will be decorated for Advent after worship 
on Sunday, November 27th. You are invited to stay after worship and lend a helping 
hand!  
 

CHRISTMAS CHORAL CONCERT ~ on Sunday, December 4th at 5:00pm at 1st United 
Methodist our community civic chorus will be lifting praise to God in song! Donna 
Minich and Tom McFarland will be singing in this prestigious group, along with many 
others in our community.   
 

SESSION ~ Tuesday, December 6, 2022 at 6:00 pm.   

 

First Presbyterian Church of Americus, GA 
All Saints Sunday 

Sunday November 6, 2022 ~ 11:00 a.m. 
 

What is All Saints’ Day? A Day to Remember 

Many churches celebrate All Saints Day with services of remembrance of saints. It is 
seldom that Protestants are gathered on November 1, so many churches observe All 

Saints Sunday each year on the Sunday following November 1. It is a day to remember 
the saints, "saints" by the New Testament meaning of "all Christian people of every 

time and place." It is a day to celebrate the communion of saints as we remember those 
who have died, both in our local congregations and throughout the Church universal. 

Today we remember. Today we give thanks.  
 

 
 

PRELUDE…………………………………………………………………………Guest Bagpiper: Kelly McCoy  
"Lochaber No More", traditional Scottish air,  

arrangement by William MacClean and Willie McCallum  
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                  Pastor Sommer Bower  

   
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #375)................................Guest Pianist: Candice Godby 
"Shall We Gather at the River”       

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                            
Eternal God, from whose love neither death nor life can separate us: 
        Grant that we may serve you faithfully here on earth,  

and in heaven rejoice with all your saints,  
who proclaim your glory 

We are your people. You are our God. 
        We come this morning to worship You.  
         Let us worship God! 
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SCRIPTURE                
Psalm 149 
1 Praise the Lord! 
Sing to the Lord a new song, 
    his praise in the assembly of the faithful. 
2 Let Israel be glad in its Maker; 
    let the children of Zion rejoice in their King. 
3 Let them praise his name with dancing, 
    making melody to him with tambourine and lyre. 
4 For the Lord takes pleasure in his people; 
    he adorns the humble with victory. 
5 Let the faithful exult in glory; 
    let them sing for joy on their couches. 
6 Let the high praises of God be in their throats 
    and two-edged swords in their hands, 
7 to execute vengeance on the nations 
    and punishment on the peoples, 
8 to bind their kings with fetters 
    and their nobles with chains of iron, 
9 to execute on them the judgment decreed. 
    This is glory for all his faithful ones. 
Praise the Lord! 
 

Luke 6: 20-31 
Blessings and Woes 
20 Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 
“Blessed are you who are poor, 
    for yours is the kingdom of God. 
21 “Blessed are you who are hungry now, 
    for you will be filled. 
“Blessed are you who weep now, 
    for you will laugh. 
22 “Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you, revile you, 
and defame you on account of the Son of Man. 23 Rejoice on that day and leap for 
joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven, for that is how their ancestors treated 
the prophets. 

  

CLOSING UNISON PRAYER FOLLOWING COMMUNION  
(after all have celebrated communion) 
Friends, we come to this day in praise of God and witness to our faith as the church as 
we remember the lives of those whose service, hopes, accomplishments and faith 
have touched our own.  

We acknowledge our grief in our human loss. May God search our hearts 
that in pain we may find comfort, in sorrow hope, in death resurrection. In 
what is said and done at this table, we are reminded that your death on the 
cross was followed three days later by the empty tomb of Easter. When it 
seemed there was no hope you showed us new ways forward, O God. When 
it seemed there were only endings you showed us new beginnings. Strength-
en our belief in the power of life over death. Strengthen our belief in the 
force of truth over falsehood that we, like the saints before us, may be  
bearers of hope in the world that in Jesus Christ there is life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #840)...............................Guest Pianist: Candice Godby 
“It Is Well with My Soul “ 

 

*BENEDICTION   
We celebrate the great cloud of witnesses whose bodies have left this world, but 
whose spiritual friendships have shaped and molded us.  All Saints Day is a day to  

remember those who have entered eternal rest; and is a day to give thanks for  
spiritual friends, living and dead, who have brought me to this place.  As Tennyson 

said in Ulysses, "I am a part of all that I have met." May the Saints rest in peace and 
rise in glory. May we give thanks for their lives and be grateful for the time we had 

with them. May we believe and share the good news that in Christ we have life  
everlasting. Amen & Amen.  

 

 
 
 

POSTLUDE………………...…...…..….……….................................Guest Bagpiper: Kelly McCoy 
"Amazing Grace", 

 traditional early American tune, traditional arrangement  

 

 

 

 



LITANY FOR ALL SAINTS DAY 
For all the Saints who have gone before us, 

God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith. 
For all the Saints who have been beloved to us, 

God, we give thanks for our loved ones who have passed on. 
For all the Saints who have left us too soon, 

God, we mourn their passing, and they remain in our hearts. 
For all the Saints who have exemplified the faithful life, God, may we learn from their 
ways and follow You. For all the Saints, God, we give thanks to You; On earth, in heav-
en, we are one, we are Your children. We thank You for those who have gone before 
us. May we forgive those for whom we did not have an opportunity to forgive. May we 
know that we are loved by the same God, from this life into eternity. In the name of 
Jesus the Christ, who lived, who died, and who lives eternally. Amen and Amen. 
 
REMEMBERING THE SAINTS 
At this supper, the line dividing past and present is erased. We join the company of 
disciples of every time and place who have and do gather now to share this meal with 
him. We commune not only with Christ, but with all those who have responded to his 
invitation in all times and places. Let us remember, then, the body of Christ as we  
celebrate with the saints of Christ at his table. 
 

All Saints’ Day is a powerful time to remember all of the incredible saints in our lives 
who have passed. Write their names on the sheet of paper. Pray for all the names you 
have written and when you are ready bring both the flower and the piece of paper up 
to the front table in silence.  Lay down your list of names, your burdens, your grief and 
your gratitude for lives well lived. And then pick up communion….the bread of life and 
the cup of salvation…and be reminded of how precious you are in the sight of God. 
You are invited forward.  
 
 
 

CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION  
You are invited forward for communion. Come forward down the center aisle and you 
may place your flower and list of saints down. And then you are invited to partake of 
communion bread and juice, followed by returning to your seats by the side/window 
aisle.  

 

 

 

 

 

 24 “But woe to you who are rich, 
    for you have received your consolation. 
25 “Woe to you who are full now, 
    for you will be hungry. 
“Woe to you who are laughing now, 
    for you will mourn and weep. 
26 “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is how their ancestors treated the 
false prophets. 
 

Love for Enemies 
27 “But I say to you who are listening: Love your enemies; do good to those who hate 
you; 28 bless those who curse you; pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If anyone 
strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from anyone who takes away your 
coat do not withhold even your shirt. 30 Give to everyone who asks of you, and if  
anyone takes away what is yours, do not ask for it back again. 31 Do to others as you 
would have them do to you. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #370)………………...............Guest Pianist: Candice Godby 
“This Is My Father’s World”  

 
 

MESSAGE…………………………………….…………...………………..…..….…....Pastor Sommer Bower 
“Sitting on the Couch & Praising the Lord”  

 
 
 
 

OFFERTORY …………………………………...……………………..…...…..Guest Bagpiper: Kelly McCoy 
"She Moved Through the Fair", 

 traditional Scottish air, traditional arrangement  
 
 

 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Glory to God 606)…………………………………………..…………….….……...…....…..... 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Amen 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 


