
PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  
May they be spiritually fed. Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our  

Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus Ministry,  
Our Community and especially: 

 
 
 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
      Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller    Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                
  Blanche Palmer      Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 
 
 

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
 

Tom and Emily Collins 
Gary and Carla Cullison; Caitlin  

 
 

 
 
 

 MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  

- Tim & Lois Hunter,  Spoken Worldwide 
- Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  

 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org  
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SESSION (Ruling Elders):  
       Class of 2023             Class of 2024                         Class of 2025 
      Meda Krenson    Tom Collins               Ronnie Greer 
      Sharon Parks               Carrie Hawkins             Terry McDonald 
      Joy Thompson    Sharon McFarland (clerk)    Richard Pollette 
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First Presbyterian Church 
 

Americus, Georgia 
 

A community of faith responding to God’s call. 
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ.  

 

First Sunday in Advent 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

God of Wonder, God of Light, we confess that we enter this season caught up in the 
busy-ness. One holiday ends and we have to prepare for the next. We get caught in the 

rush of wanting to preserve tradition, create new memories, and do all the things.  
Sometimes we’re also caught in waves of grief—what we have lost the past two years 
and who we have lost. Help us to be gentle with ourselves, Loving One. May we be  

tender with our hearts and allow us space to not do it all perfectly. Remind us to slow 
down and to experience the wonder and joy of the stories we tell this season, including 
the story of Your incarnation, the Word made Flesh. May we feel the magic of this time 
in a new way, to be transformed to love one another more deeply and to truly live into 
Your peace on earth, no matter how much or how little we find to celebrate. May we be 

wakened to what You are doing in our world and in our lives, so we might love one  
another as You loved us, enough to live as one of us. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

WAYS TO WORSHIP: 
 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
 

  RADIO 
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.  

You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7  
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com 

 

 FACEBOOK 
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live  

at First Presbyterian Church of Americus 
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church  

Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/ 
 

 CHURCH WEBSITE  
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream  

is complete, the live stream will be on our church website  
 www.americuspresbyterian.org  

 

  WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING: 
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal  

hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/  

FALL CHURCH EVENT CALENDAR  
NOVEMBER & DECEMBER ELDER OF THE MONTH - Joy Thompson  

 
 

 

 
 

ADVENT DECORATIONS ~ The sanctuary will be decorated for Advent after worship 
on Sunday, November 27th. You are invited to stay after worship and lend a helping 
hand!  
 
 

CHRISTMAS CHORAL CONCERT ~ on Sunday, December 4th at 5:00pm at 1st United 
Methodist our community civic chorus will be lifting praise to God in song! Donna 
Minich and Tom McFarland will be singing in this prestigious group, along with many 
others in our community.   
 
 

SESSION ~ Tuesday, December 6, 2022 at 6:00 pm.   
 
   

http://www.americusradio.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/


 

 *DOXOLOGY (Glory to God 606)……………………………….……Guest Organist:  Percell Kelley 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Amen 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 Hope reigns because with the power of God everything is always more than it seems. 

God has never given up on our world. Thank you for not giving up on your vision of 
peace. Thank you for the opportunity to gather each week in your house, that we might 
encourage one another to stay on your path. And thank you for the opportunity to give 
these gifts for your ministry, that together we might help the world be ready to receive 

the Prince of Peace, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 

 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #92)…................................................................................ 
Guest Organist: Percell Kelley and Guest Pianist: Candice Godby   

    ”While We Are Waiting, Come”   
 
 
 

*BENEDICTION   
 
 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE………………...…...…..….………..................................Guest Organist: Percell Kelley  
“Go Ye Now In Peace"...Joyce Eiler”  

 
 

 

First Presbyterian Church of Americus, GA 
Sunday, November 27, 2022 ~ 11:00 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
From the beginning we were never alone. From the beginning there was always life 
and light. From the beginning God speaks, and God creates, and God lives. God is  

always making everything new, including ourselves. You are loved by God. Go and 
share this love with one another, and the knowledge that God continues to move, mold, 
and shape us into who we are as God’s children: into new creations in Christ. Amen. 

 
 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                    Guest Pianist: Candice Godby 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                  Pastor Sommer Bower  

 

 
*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #93)..................................Guest Organist: Percell Kelley 

“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty  Gates” 
 
 
 

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING 

THE FIRST CANDLE: LIGHT IN THE BEGINNING 
Before anything, there was a formless void. Darkness covered the face of the deep. 
Then a wind from God, the Spirit of God, swept over the waters. 

The Voice of God said, “Let there be light!” 
The first of creation, the first of anything, was light. 

We light this first candle in Advent to remind us that God’s light has shined since the 
beginning, the dawn of hope, the promise of our future. 

(Lighting of the first (purple) candle) 
        
 

 

 

 

 



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Light from our beginnings, Light from creation, shine in our universe, shine in 
our world, shine in us. May we find light in the darkest of times, knowing that 
the light can never be extinguished. As we await the birth of the Christ-child, 
so we await Your light dawning in a new way. Amen. 

 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 
SCRIPTURE           
Isaiah 2: 1-5                 NRSV updated version 
The Future House of God 
2 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
2 In days to come 
    the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains 
    and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
3     Many peoples shall come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
    to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways 
    and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction 
    and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
4 He shall judge between the nations 
    and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares 
    and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation; 
    neither shall they learn war any more. 
5 O house of Jacob, 
    come, let us walk 
in the light of the Lord! 
                     

                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCRIPTURE 
Matthew 24:36-44                NRSV updated version 
The Necessity for Watchfulness 

36 “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor 
the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming 
of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the days before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the 
ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, 
too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will 
be taken, and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal together; one 
will be taken, and one will be left. 42 Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know 
on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house 
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed 
awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must 
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 

 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #87)……….………………........Guest Pianist: Candice Godby 

“Comfort, Comfort Now My People“ 
 
 
 
 

MESSAGE……………………………………..…………...………………..….…........Pastor Sommer Bower 
                “Keep Awake”  
 
 
OFFERTORY …………………………………………………………….….....Guest Organist: Percell Kelley 

“American Shaker Melody....adapted by Sydney Carter” 


