
PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  
May they be spiritually fed. Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our  

Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus Ministry,  
Our Community and especially: 

 
 
 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
      Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller    Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                
  Blanche Palmer      Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 
 
 

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
 

Ronnie Greer 
Jim & Patti Griffith; Kate Griffith 

 

 
 
 

 MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  

- Tim & Lois Hunter,  Spoken Worldwide 
- Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  

 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org  
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SESSION (Ruling Elders):  
       Class of 2023             Class of 2024                         Class of 2025 
      Meda Krenson    Tom Collins               Ronnie Greer 
      Sharon Parks               Carrie Hawkins             Terry McDonald 
      Joy Thompson    Sharon McFarland (clerk)    Richard Pollette 
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First Presbyterian Church 
 

Americus, Georgia 
 

A community of faith responding to God’s call. 
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Advent means “coming into view.” This is the time when masks are falling off 
and our true selves are revealed. Either we are watching for the signs of Christ’s 

return in our world and in our lives, or we are still living in the ways of this 
world. The ways of this world call us to desire more and to consume more, to look 

for ways to increase our privilege and power. The way of Christ calls us to seek 
the welfare of others, to live into righteousness and justice. John prepares the way 
because John reminds us that we have to bear fruit worthy of repentance. That we 

can’t pretend we are faithful to Christ when we haven’t been faithful each and 
every day. It’s better for us to be honest with ourselves, that we have fallen short, 
that we have failed to seek God at times, and that we try to do better, than to put 
on the world’s mask and pretend that we are good and faithful people. John calls 

us to tear off the mask. We are called to get real with  
ourselves, for Christ is coming. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 

 

 

The Advent hymn, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” has roots that date at least to the 
reign of Charlemagne. The hymn was sung as part of daily vespers during the week 
before Christmas. Imagine walking out of the cold into a warm sanctuary in the 8th 
century, filled with candles and joining with other voices as ancient hymns were 
sung. O Come, O Come Emmanuel was one of those ancient hymns. It is a song  
praying for peace, praying for wisdom, praying for death’s dark shadows to take 
flight. We have dramatically commercialized Christmas over the last 100 years, but 
those are not the true roots of the season. The true roots are about prayer and hope. 
Come, Lord Jesus. Come, Root of Jesse. Come, Desire of Nations. It is appropriate that 
on this day we shall sing this hymn after the lighting of the Advent Wreath. When we 
do so, we are joining our voices with saints that have gone before us. We sing and we 
pray with hope. We sing and we pray to our Savior, the Son of God.  
 

O Come, Thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh. To us the path 
of knowledge show, and cause us in her ways to go. O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, God 

With Us, and lead us away from the ways of the world we have made, and into Your 
wisdom. May we listen to the prophets and sages of old, and hear the cries for justice in 
the hear and now. O Come, Desire of Nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind. 
Bid envy, strife, and quarrels cease. Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. May we 

rejoice in Your arrival in our hearts and world in a new way. Amen. 

 

  



FALL CHURCH EVENT CALENDAR  
DECEMBER ELDER OF THE MONTH - Joy Thompson  

 

 

CHRISTMAS CHORAL CONCERT ~ on Sunday, December 4th at 5:00pm at 1st United 
Methodist our community civic chorus will be lifting praise to God in song! Donna 
Minich and Tom McFarland will be singing in this prestigious group, along with many 
others in our community.   
 

SESSION ~ Tuesday, December 6, 2022 at 6:00 pm.   
 
 

COOKIES & COCOA & HEAVENLY MUSIC ~ On Sunday, December 11th we have 
the great joy of welcoming our new Music Director, Mr. Percell Kelley! Mr. Kelley is 
an extremely accomplished organist and musician. We feel blessed to have him  
sharing his gift of music each Sunday in worship at First Presbyterian. After worship 
on Sunday, Dec.11th we will celebrate Mr. Kelley becoming the new organist & music 
director with Christmas cookies and hot chocolate. Bring some cookies to share and 
let's spread some Christmas cheer! 
 
 

VACATION DAY ~ Marcia Seymour, Thursday, December 15th 
 
 

HANDBELL CHOIR ~ It is time to ring the bells! If you are interested in participating 
this Christmas in the Church Handbell Choir, please connect with Cynthia Richmond! 
229-942-6547/cynchj5@gmail.com  

 

  

 

First Presbyterian Church of Americus, GA 
Sunday, December 4, 2022 ~ 11:00 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creator God, we confess that we put on masks in this world: masks of happiness to  
cover our depression. Masks of wealth to cover our emptiness. Masks of social status to 
cover up our feelings of inadequacy. We think some masks are better than others, when 

underneath it all we are simply bone and flesh, brought together by You. Help us to 
take off the mask and be our real self. Help us to acknowledge our shortcomings and 

mistakes; to acknowledge and repent. Call us to look in the mirror and see our true self: 
the image of the Beloved One, the image of You. Help us to remove our masks, so we 

can truly view the world as it is, and work to repair what is broken. Amen. 
 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                    Guest Pianist: Candice Godby 
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                  Pastor Sommer Bower  
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #143)............................................................................... 
Guest Organist: Percell Kelley and Guest Pianist: Candice Godby 

“Angels, from the Realms of Glory” 
 
 

THE SECOND ADVENT WREATH CANDLE: LIGHT IN THE PAST  Tom & Emily Collins 
In the despair of Exile, in the hopelessness of abandonment, the dawn of God’s light 
shone. The promise of return, the celebration of hope realized. The prophets declared 
that God was the light, and that the light was now shining in the people, And that the 
world would be drawn to their light.  

We light this second candle to remind us when hope fails us, when despair 
enters in, We may remember that God’s light will shine through others, and 
will shine through us again.  

Hope of the World, shine Your light on our path before us. May we remember that the 
light is shining behind us, and we can find traces of Your light in our ancestor’s stories 
and songs that have been passed down to us. May we sing Your songs of light when 
we feel hopeless, knowing that Your light is coming again in a new way. Amen.  

 

 

 

 



CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE                   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel ” #88 (verse 1)  
O Come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 

SCRIPTURE           
Isaiah 11: 1-10                NRSV updated version 
 

The Peaceful Kingdom 
11 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
    and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
    the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    the spirit of counsel and might, 
    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see 
    or decide by what his ears hear, 
4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor 
    and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist 
    and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
6 The wolf shall live with the lamb; 
    the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 
the calf and the lion will feed together, 
    and a little child shall lead them. 
7 The cow and the bear shall graze; 
    their young shall lie down together; 
    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
    and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #136)…........................................................................... 
Guest Organist: Percell Kelley and Guest Pianist: Candice Godby 

    ”Go ,Tell It On the Mountain”   
 
 
 

*BENEDICTION   
We are fearfully and wonderfully made. We are tenderly cared for by our Beloved God. 
May we be tender with each other as we remove the masks of the world. May we help 
each other repair and heal, restore and make whole. May we love one another with the 

tender love of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom we have life. Amen. 
 
 
 

 

POSTLUDE………………....…..….………....................................Guest Organist: Percell Kelley  
“Song of Zechariah”....Hal H Hopson”  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #145)…….………………………………………………………….….......... 
Guest Organist: Percell Kelley and Guest Pianist: Candice Godby 

“What Child Is This”  
 
 

MESSAGE……………………………………..…………...………………..….…....................Pastor Sommer 
“Removing the Masks of the World”  

 
 

OFFERTORY ……………………………………………………………..….....Guest Organist: Percell Kelley 
“Still, Still, Still”....Walter Ehret and George K Evans” 

 

*DOXOLOGY (Glory to God 606)……………………………….……Guest Organist:  Percell Kelley 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Amen 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 
 
 

INVITATION TO THE LORD'S TABLE & GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Jesus said: I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and  
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 
for righteousness, for they will be filled. Remembering all your mighty and merciful 
acts, we take this bread and this wine from the gifts you have given us, and celebrate 
with joy the redemption won for us in Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 

CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 
This table is open to all. You are invited forward for the Lord's Supper. Come forward 
down the center aisle to receive the gifts of bread and fruit of the vine. You are invited 
to immediately partake of the communion bread and juice, followed by returning to 
your seats by the side/window aisle. 
 
 

CLOSING UNISON PRAYER FOLLOWING COMMUNION 
(after all have celebrated communion) 
Friends, great is the mystery of our faith. Let us proclaim that mystery together: 
               Christ has died, 
               Christ is risen, 
               Christ will come again.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 They will not hurt or destroy 
    on all my holy mountain, 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
    as the waters cover the sea. 
Return of the Remnant of Israel and Judah 
10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 
 

SCRIPTURE 
Matthew 3: 1-12               NRSV updated version 

The Proclamation of John the Baptist 
3 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaim-
ing, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of whom 
the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
    make his paths straight.’ ” 

4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region 
around the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the Riv-
er Jordan, confessing their sins. 
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he 
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming 
wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and do not presume to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 
trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown 
into the fire. 
11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is 
more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 
threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.” 

 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     

 


