
 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
 

Americus, Georgia 
 

A community of faith responding to God’s call. 
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Matthew 1:18-25 is vastly different from Luke’s account in Luke 
1-2. There is no manger, no inn, no census by the governor.  
Before that, no Elizabeth and visit from the angel Gabriel to 

Mary. Instead, we have more of Joseph’s point of view. He was  
engaged to Mary, but before they were married he learned she was 
pregnant, and planned to dismiss her. However, he was warned 
in a dream to not be afraid to take her as his wife. The child was 

conceived from the Holy Spirit, and would be named Jesus, for he 
would save his people from their sins. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Today is Stewardship Sunday 
We will be collecting pledge cards in worship and praising 

 God for the steadfastness and joy that comes in  
continually serving our Savior. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Stewardship Prayer 
On my own 

what I have to give 
doesn't amount to much 

in the light of all you have given to me 
and in the face of so much need. 
Put together as a congregation, 
what we offer you here in love 

becomes more, 
not simply added together, 

but somehow multiplied in its usefulness. 
We ask you to bless our gifts 

and with the addition of your blessing, 
just as it was with the loaves and fishes, 

there is enough for all. 
Amen 

Work’s Cited 
 ~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 

 

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  
May they be spiritually fed. Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our  

Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus Ministry,  
Our Community and especially: 

 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
      Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller    Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                
  Blanche Palmer      Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
 

Pat Hill 
Tim and Lois Hunter 

 

PRAYER CONCERN  
~ Family of Robert Doxtater ~ Joshua Bower's maternal grandfather, 

 Robert Doxtater, passed away Saturday evening, December 10th following a bad fall. 
Thank you for keeping Joshua and his family in your prayers.  

 

~ Update on Carla Cullison ~ Gary Cullison’s wife, Carla, has been in and out of the 
hospital and rehab facilities for months following a car accident on Wednesday,  
August 10th. Carla had a pacemaker put in at Phoebe Main in Albany on Tues, 

Dec.6th and is doing well. As a church, let us continue to 
 join in prayer for a full recovery. 
Correspondence may be sent to:  

Gary, Carla and Caitlin Cullison 399 Bob Dodson Road, Unit A Plains, Georgia 31780 
Gary Cullison's cell: 229-733-9468 Email: gary.cullison@outlook.com 

 

 MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  

- Tim & Lois Hunter,  Spoken Worldwide 
- Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  

 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org  
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Work’s Cited 
 ~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 

~The stewardship prayer comes from the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand website. 
 http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/ 

http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/


FALL CHURCH EVENT CALENDAR  
DECEMBER ELDER OF THE MONTH - Joy Thompson  

 
 
 
 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY ~ TODAY, Sunday, December, 18th we will be collecting 
pledge cards in worship and praising God for the steadfastness and joy that comes in 
continually serving our Savior. 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY ~ Yes, the church doors will be open and we will be worshipping the 
newborn King on Sunday, December 25th @ 11:00am! So, come one, come all and let 
us worship together. We will have Christmas treats in the form of fresh coffee cake 
and flourless chocolate cake (individual sizes!) from Cafe Campesino. We will have joy-
ful singing and handbell playing. We will read God's holy Word and proclaim the birth 
of our Savior. It shall be a joyful day and we look forward to having you join us!  
 
 

FLINT RIVER PRESBYTERY MEETING ~ Session has approved our church hosting the 
February 4, 2023 Flint River Presbytery meeting.  If you are willing to serve on a Task 
Force to work on preparing for hosting this event, please let Pastor Sommer or the 
church office at office@americuspresbyterian.org/924-2162.  Call, text or email us 
with your name and contact information. A sign-up sheet will also be available at the 
back of the church.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church of Americus, GA 
Stewardship Sunday, December 18,  2022 ~ 11:00 a.m. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Hear the good news:  In Jesus Christ we have been enriched in every way— 
in everything we say and in everything we know.  In addition, through 

 God's grace  we do not lack any spiritual gift as we  wait with anticipation  
for Jesus to be revealed.  He is the one will keep us strong to the end,  

so that we shall be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Cor.1:5-8) 
Thanks be to God. 

 

PRELUDE                                           Pianist: Candice Godby  
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                  Pastor Sommer Bower   
 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH: THE FOURTH CANDLE      Earl and Beth Williams       
Every year we light candles as we prepare for the coming of Christ. 
More and more candles, more and more light, 
as we watch and wait for Jesus, the Light of the World. 

God of Promise, come into our darkness. 
Renew your hope, your peace, your joy, and your love in us, 
for you alone bring life out of death. 

What has come into being in Christ is life, and the life is the light of all people. The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness does not overcome it. The light of the 
world is Jesus. May it shine in us this Christmas. May it shine in us every moment. May 
it shine in us now. Amen. 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE               O Come, O Come, Emmanuel ” #88 (verse 7)  
O Come, Desire of nations, bind 

All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife and discord cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HANDBELL CHOIR      Director Cynthia Richmond 
       "In the Bleak Midwinter"                      

 Arranged by Lloyd Larson   
 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #123)…………………..…………………………………………………...… 
Organist: Percell Kelley and  Pianist: Candice Godby  

                        “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”   
(verse 1, 3,5) 

 
 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
Holy God, You have always found a way to show up in our midst, Particularly on our 
fearful or lonely days.  So today, as we crack open our Bibles, Fluttering through these 
old beloved pages. We ask that you would move again. Stir in us. Speak to us. Fill us 
with the Holy Spirit.  We are listening. Amen  
 
 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE           
Matthew 1: 18-25               NRSV updated version 
 

The Birth of Jesus the Messiah 
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be 
pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and un-
willing to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 20 But just 
when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name 
him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill 
what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
 

23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, 
     and they shall name him Emmanuel, which means, “God is with us.” 

24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; 
he took her as his wife 25 but had no marital relations with her until she had given 
birth to a son, and he named him Jesus. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #115)……….……………........................................................ 
 Organist: Percell Kelley and Pianist: Candice Godby  

 “Away in a Manger“ 
 

 
MESSAGE……………………………………..…………...………………..….…........Pastor Sommer Bower    

“A time for Secrets and a time for Revelation” 
 

 

OFFERING OUR FINANCIAL PLEDGES TO GOD FOR 2023 

You are invited to come forward and place your pledge on the communion table 

during the offertory. 
 
 

OFFERTORY ……………………………………………..………………………....…..Organist: Percell Kelley 
“When Thou Camest to Earth”......Emily E.S. Elliott 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Glory to God 606)……………………………..…..…………..Organist: Percell Kelley 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Amen 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #128)…............................................................................. 
Organist: Percell Kelley and  Pianist: Candice Godby  

    ”Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”   
 
 

*BENEDICTION   
 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE……………………………………………………………..…...….....….…Organist: Percell Kelley  
“Christians, Awake”.....by John Wainwright 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


