
Poinsettias Given By: 

 

 

 

Given by the Bower Family in memory of Joshua Bower's late grandfather, 
Robert Doxtater and in honor of his grandmother, Norma Bower.   

 

Given by BJ and Bob Bryan in honor of Blanche Palmer. 
 

Given by Tom and Emily Collins in memory of their mothers,  
Edna and Emily. 

 

Given by Jim and Nancy Herron in honor of their  
children and grandchildren 

 

Given  by Meda and Bill Krenson in memory of their parents. 
 

Given by Tom and Sharon McFarland in honor of their  
church family and in memory of  Harriet Bates. 

 

Given by David and Donna Minich in memory of their 
 parents and siblings. 

 

Given by Keith and Marcia Seymour in honor of their mothers  
and in memory of Keith’s aunt, Adarea Gildea. 

 

Given by Earl and Beth Williams in memory of  
Earl and Ruth Williams and Bill and Martha House 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
 

Americus, Georgia 
 

A community of faith, responding to God’s call  
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Service 
Saturday, December 24th ~ 5:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

First Presbyterian Church of Americus, GA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, December 24,  2022 ~ 5:00 p.m. 
* Every time you see this star you are invited to stand in body or in spirit.* 

Let us worship God! 
 
 

PRELUDE…….....................................................................................Percell Kelley, Pianist 
“Brightest and Best”  
by John P. Harding 

 
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower 
 
 
 
 

*THE CAROL (Glory to God #133)     
 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                     

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
Oh come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 

Come and behold Him, born the King of angels! 
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
 

*LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE ON THE ADVENT WREATH:  The Richmond Family 
Light looked down and saw darkness. 

“I will go there,” said Light. 
Peace looked down and saw war. 

“I will go there,” said Peace. 
Loved looked down and saw hatred. 

“I will go there,” said Love. 
So he, the Lord of Light, the Prince of Peace, the King of Love, came down and crept in 
beside us. This is what God has promised us. 

God’s promise is fulfilled! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*THE CAROL (Glory to God #195)            
               “Silent Night, Holy Night”   

Silent night, Holy night! All is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon virgin mother and child! Holy infant, so tender and mild,  

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light, 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

 Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus Lord, at Thy birth! 
 

Silent night, Holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;  
With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King:  

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 
 
 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION OF JOY 
 
 
*RESPONSE TO THE BENEDICTION (Glory to God #134) 

 “Joy to the World!!”     
Joy to the World , the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 

And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing. 
 
 
POSTLUDE                Percell Kelley, Organist 

“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”  
arranged by T. Williams     

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*THE CAROL (Glory to God #119)        
“Hark, The Herald Angels Sing!” 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King. 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the new-born King! 
 
 
*SHARING THE LIGHT                     from John 1:1-5, 14, 16  
Tonight we celebrate the coming of Christ, the King of Israel, the true light of the world, 
which enlightens everyone. Our candles bear witness to that light and brighten this 
time of celebration. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 

The light of the Lord continues to shine, as it glows in our lives of Christian love and  
sacrifice; for God has given us the Word. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 
the glory of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. From his fullness we 
have all received, grace upon grace. 

In Jesus Christ is life, and the life is the light of all people. 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it. 
 
 
*LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
We will stand and share our candlelight with each other – all from the Christ Candle. 
The elders' candles will be lit from the Christ Candle on the Advent Wreath. Elders will 
light candles on each row from the center aisle. You are invited to pass the light to your 
neighbor down the aisle. Please hold the lighted candle upright at all times. The lit  
candle symbolizes that Christ is King and Lord. Please tilt the unlighted candle into the 
upright candle's flame for it to be lit. This symbolizes our bowing in worship and  
homage to Christ, the Light of the world, our King, and our Lord. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCRIPTURE 
Luke 2: 1-5  
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the 
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,  
because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be  
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 
 

*THE CAROL (Glory to God #121)   
   “O Little Town of Bethlehem”   

verses 1 & 4 
O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 
Yet in the dark street shineth the everlasting light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin and enter in, Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
Oh, come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel! 

 

SCRIPTURE             
Luke 2: 6-7  
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth 
to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,  
because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

THE CAROL (Glory to God #115)   
            “Away in a Manger”  

verses 1 & 2 
Away in a manger, no crib for His bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing, the poor Baby wakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky, 
And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

SCRIPTURE           
Luke 2: 8-14  
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you 
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will 
be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a  
manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 
among those whom he favors!” 
 
 

THE CAROL (Glory to God #145)             
“What Child Is This”                                

verses 1 & 3  
What Child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet While shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the babe, the Son of Mary. 
 

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, Come, one and all, to own Him. 
The King of kings salvation brings, Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the babe, the Son of Mary.  

 
 

SCRIPTURE                     
Luke 2: 15-20  
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one  
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and  
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

OFFERTORY MUSIC                  Percell Kelley, Organist 
                                 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”        

arranged by Robert Hughes 
 

 
*DOXOLOGY (Glory to God #606)…………………………..…..…………...Organist: Percell Kelley 

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen 

 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION           Pastoral Symphony from " Messiah" G.F. Handel 
We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper today as a community of faith.  

During communion you will be invited forward to partake of the communion elements 
(juice & bread). When you come forward you can immediately partake...take, eat and 
be blessed.  If you are worshipping with us at home, you are invited to participate in 

communion at home. Holy Communion unites us in praise and thanksgiving to God for 
all God has done to save us, and it feeds us with the living presence of Jesus,  

crucified and risen.  
 
 
 

*THE CAROL (Glory to God #113)     
“Angels We Have Heard on High”                 

Angels, we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song? 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the new-born King. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


