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A community of faith responding to God’s call. 
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ.  
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EPIPHANY SUNDAY 
We believe in God, 

Who came to this earth as a child, 
Was born to young parents,  

Who had to flee to Egypt as a refugee to avoid Herod. 
We believe that this child grew up to heal the sick,  

See the poor, Dine with outcasts, 
Wash the feet of sinners, Offer second chances, And bless the children. 

And so we believe that Christmas is only the beginning.  
The dream does not end with a manger. 

The dream ends with God’s promised day. 
So until all God’s children are home, 

We will follow the Magi’s lead— Walking, seeking, and looking up. 
May it be so, for this we believe. Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

WAYS TO WORSHIP: 
 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
 

  RADIO 
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.  

You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7  
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com 

 

 FACEBOOK 
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live  

at First Presbyterian Church of Americus 
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church  

Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/ 
 

 CHURCH WEBSITE  
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream  

is complete, the live stream will be on our church website  
 www.americuspresbyterian.org  

 

  WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING: 
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal  

hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/  

  

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  
May they be spiritually fed. Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our  

Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus Ministry,  
Our Community and especially: 

 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
      Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller    Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                
  Blanche Palmer      Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
 

Bill and Meda Krenson 
Eddie Krenson 
Will Krenson 

 

PRAYER CONCERN  
 
 

~ First Presbyterian Church sincerely extends their condolences  
to the Herron family, with the loss of Dr. James "Jim" Herron.   

Correspondence may be sent to:  
Nancy Herron  

144 Lake Shore Drive  
Americus, GA 31709  

(229) 924-9753 home  
229-938-2076 Nancy’s cell  

229-815-2914 Nate Herron's cell  
 
 

 MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  

- Tim & Lois Hunter,  Spoken Worldwide 
- Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  

 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org  
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 
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CHURCH EVENT CALENDAR  

JANUARY ELDER OF THE MONTH - Terry McDonald 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FLINT RIVER PRESBYTERY MEETING ~ Session has approved our church  
hosting The February 4, 2023 Flint River Presbytery meeting. If you are willing to 
serve on a Task Force to work on preparing for hosting this event, please let  
Pastor Sommer know or email the church office at office@americuspresbyterian.org 
/924-2162. Call, text or email us with your name and contact information. A sign-up 
sheet will also be available at the back of the church.  
 
 

FULLER CENTER VOLUNTEERS ~ How exciting! Twelve college students from  
Whittenburg College in Ohio will be spending the night at our church from February 
28-March 4, 2023 (Tuesday to Saturday). During the day they will be working on Fuller 
Center homes in our community and they will be spending their evenings at our 
church.  As a church we are incredibly blessed that church members were thoughtful 
enough to put in items (such as a shower and a washing machine/dryer) in our facility 
that make it a great place for people to spend the night while doing good deeds in our 
community. What a blessing it is to be able to share the gifts we have been given.  

 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS COMING DOWN ~ On Thursday, January 5th at 1:00pm 
the church Christmas Decorations are coming down! You are welcome to come help.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church of Americus, GA 
Sunday, January 1, 2023 ~ 11:00 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Gathering Words 
God, I love to worship you when the stars are bright above me. 

I love to worship you when the sky is clear, and the breeze just right. 
I love to worship you when the journey to Bethlehem is an easy one.  

Unfortunately, as you know, this journey of life, love, and faith is rarely easy.  
Now and again, the stars disappear. My feet get blisters, and the journey is far too  

long and lonely. On these days, forgive me for giving up quickly. 
Forgive me for allowing the dream to die and for taking the shortcut home.  

I want to be as brave as the Magi. I want to persevere. 
Guide my feet. Show me the stars. Amen. 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                    Guest Pianist: Candice Godby  

 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                  Pastor Sommer Bower  
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #128)............................................................................... 
Organist: Percell Kelley and Pianist: Candice Godby  

“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
The Magi had a dream.  

They dreamed of a Messiah. 
They dreamed of a new day for all people.  

The Magi had a dream, and this dream led them to action.  
They journeyed to unknown places.  
They followed a star. 
They walked for days to get to Jesus.  

So may we be like the Magi,  
May our dreams inspire action. 
May we worship the one true God. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
God our creator, WE, like the Magi, are walking toward you.  

It is our very prayer to move your way. And when we start to get lost or doubt 
 our dreams, give us the will to persevere. Open the door to us through this text. Amen. 

 
 

SCRIPTURE           
Matthew 2: 1-12               NRSV updated version 
The Visit of the Magi 
2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from 
the east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of 
the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him  
homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him, 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, 
for so it has been written by the prophet: 
 

6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
 

7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when 
the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search  
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may 
also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out, and 
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped 
over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they 
were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 
road. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #151)…….……………………………………………………………………. 
Organist: Percell Kelley and Pianist: Candice Godby  

“We Three Kings of Orient Are”  
(Verse 1,2,5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE……………………………………..…………...………………..….…....................Pastor Sommer 
“Manifestation of a True King”  

 
 

OFFERTORY ……………………………………………………………..…...............Organist: Percell Kelley 
“How Majestic Is Your Name”....Michael W. Smith 

 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Glory to God #606)………………………………………...……Organist: Percell Kelley 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Amen 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 
 
 

INVITATION TO THE LORD'S TABLE & GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Jesus said: I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and  
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 
for righteousness, for they will be filled. Remembering all your mighty and merciful 
acts, we take this bread and this wine from the gifts you have given us, and celebrate 
with joy the redemption won for us in Jesus Christ. 

 
 

 

CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 
This table is open to all. You are invited forward for the Lord's Supper. Come forward 
down the center aisle to receive the gifts of bread and fruit of the vine. You are invited 
to immediately partake of the communion bread and juice, followed by returning to 
your seats by the side/window aisle. 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #136)….............................................................................. 
Organist: Percell Kelley and Pianist: Candice Godby  

“Go ,Tell It On the Mountain”   
 

*BENEDICTION   
 
 
 

POSTLUDE………………....…..….……….................................................Organist: Percell Kelley  
“Renewal”....Dr. John Robinson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


