
 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
 

Americus, Georgia 
 

A community of faith responding to God’s call. 
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ.  

 

Letters of Love & Frustration 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

An Ancient letter written in Greek on Papryus paper in 3 BC.  
The letter’s author is struggling with a tax question and his frustration with property tax  

is forever on display in a museum in Athens, Greece. 
 

The Epistle readings begin a series in 1 Corinthians, with the introduction in  
verses 1-9. Paul addresses the church in Corinth along with Sosthenes (who may have 
written the letter for Paul) and begins much like other Pauline letters, with grace and 
thanksgiving to Jesus Christ, bringing grace and peace to the ones he is addressing. 

Paul speaks of how the Corinthians have been enriched by the knowledge of Jesus Christ 
in their lives and the testimony of Christ, so that they are not lacking in any spiritual 
gift—a foreshadowing of what much of Paul’s letter will be about. Paul also blesses 
them by asking Christ’s strength to be with them so they may be “blameless” before 
Christ—another foreshadowing that Paul is going to levy some heavy accusations 

against the church for its behavior. It is by God’s faithfulness that they were called into 
fellowship of God’s Son, Jesus Christ—a fellowship that is fracturing as Paul writes to 
them. Though Paul has a lot to be angry about with this congregation, he still begins 

with grace and peace, knowing that Christ is present with them. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

WAYS TO WORSHIP: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
 

  RADIO 
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.  

You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7  
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com 

 

 FACEBOOK 
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live  

at First Presbyterian Church of Americus 
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church  

Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/ 
 

 CHURCH WEBSITE  
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream  

is complete, the live stream will be on our church website  
 www.americuspresbyterian.org  

 

  WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING: 
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal  

hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/  

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  
May they be spiritually fed. Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our  

Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus Ministry,  
Our Community and especially: 

 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
      Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller    Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                
  Blanche Palmer      Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 
 

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Nancy Miller 

David and Donna Minich 
Josh and Katie Minich; Conrad & Alice  

Jaimie Minich; Jonah 
 

PRAYER CONCERN  
 

~ Carla Cullison has been discharged from Phoebe Putney Hospital and is now in  
rehab at Pruitt Health (Pruitt Health Rehab, 1904 Palmyra Road, Albany, GA, 31701). 

Being in rehab and out of the hospital is an answer to prayer!  
 
 

~ First Presbyterian Church sincerely extends their condolences  
to the Herron family, with the loss of Dr. James "Jim" Herron.   

Correspondence may be sent to:  
Nancy Herron  

144 Lake Shore Drive  
Americus, GA 31709  

(229) 924-9753 home, 229-938-2076 Nancy’s cell  
229-815-2914 Nate Herron's cell  

 
 

 MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  

- Tim & Lois Hunter,  Spoken Worldwide 
- Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  

 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org  
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 
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FALL CHURCH EVENT CALENDAR  
JANUARY ELDER OF THE MONTH - Terry McDonald 

FEBRUARY ELDER OF THE MONTH - Richard Pollette  
 
 

SESSION ~ The next stated session meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 24, 
2023 at 6:00 pm.  
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ~ A Congregational meeting is set for Sunday, February 
12, 2023 immediately after worship.  
 

FLINT RIVER PRESBYTERY MEETING ~ Session has approved our church hosting the 
February 4, 2023 Flint River Presbytery meeting.  If you are willing to serve on a Task 
Force to work on preparing for hosting this event, please let Pastor Sommer or the 
church office at office@americuspresbyterian.org/924-2162.  Call, text or email us 
with your name and contact information. A sign-up sheet will also be available at the 
back of the church.  
 

FULLER CENTER VOLUNTEERS ~ How exciting! Twelve college students from  
Whittenburg College in Ohio will be spending the night at our church from February 28
-March 4, 2023 (Tuesday to Saturday). During the day they will be working on Fuller 
Center homes in our community and they will be spending their evenings at our 
church.  As a church we are incredibly blessed that church members were thoughtful 
enough to put in items (such as a shower and a washing machine/dryer) in our facility 
that make it a great place for people to spend the night while doing good deeds in our 
community. What a blessing it is to be able to share the gifts we have been given.  

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church of Americus, GA 
Sunday, January  15,  2023 ~ 11:00 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We gather to hear Your call, 
to sing Your praise, 
to teach each other, 

to pray and worship as the Body of Christ. 
 

 
 

PRELUDE                                              Pianist: Percell Kelley  
“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”...arranged by Mark Hayes  

 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                  Pastor Sommer Bower  

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                     Lamentations 3:21-23 
But this I call to mind, and therefore, I have hope.  

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; God’s mercies never come to an 
end. They are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness. While  
everything else is constantly in flux, changing at a rapid pace, God’s steadfast 

 love endures forever.  
God loves you more than you can possibly imagine or comprehend. Fill yourself with 
that knowledge and go out and love one another. It’s as simple as that, to begin to 
change the world: love one another. Amen. 
 

 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #1)…………………….…………………….Organist: Percell Kelley  
“Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!”  

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 
 

SCRIPTURE      
1 Corinthians 1: 1-9               NRSV updated version     

1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother  
Sosthenes, 
 

2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, 
called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 
 

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been 
given you in Christ Jesus, 5 for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech 
and knowledge of every kind— 6 just as the testimony of Christ has been  
strengthened among you— 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift as you wait for the 
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you 
may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you 
were called into the partnership of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!   

 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #19)….……………...........................Organist: Percell Kelley  
 “God of Great and God of Small” 

 
 

MESSAGE……………………………………..…………...………………..….…........Pastor Sommer Bower    
“Modeling your anger in faithfulness” 

 

OFFERTORY ……………………………………………..………………………....…..Organist: Percell Kelley 
“Hymn Tune”...arranged by Caleb Simpler 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DOXOLOGY (Glory to God 606)……………………………..…..……..……..Organist: Percell Kelley 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Amen 

 

 

 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #296)…........................................Organist: Percell Kelley  
    “Go in Grace and Make Disciples”   

 
 

*BENEDICTION   
Whatever faithfulness we manifest is simply an expression of the faithfulness of the 
God who called us, who saved and sanctified us, who enriched us with gifts of the 

Spirit, who strengthens us, who binds us together. God is faithful. 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE……………………………………………………………..…...….....….…Organist: Percell Kelley  
“In C”...arranged by Micheal Ryan  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


