First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia
A community of faith, responding to God’s call
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ.

Create in me a clean heart, O God and renew a steadfast spirit
within me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation and sustain
me with a willing spirit.
PSALM 51:10

Wednesday, February 26, 2020 - 6:30 p.m.
Ash Wednesday Worship
*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print

PRELUDE
GREETING AND INVITATION TO LENTEN DISCIPLINE

LENT LUNCH BIBLE STUDY
4 week Lent Bible Study ~ Every Wednesday during Lent
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Camron Cummings, Organist
Sommer Bower, Pastor

PRAYER OF RELEASING
Holy, holy, holy God, We place ourselves in your presence;
we rest in the promise of your grace.
Our minds and our spirits are cluttered with many thoughts and feelings that threaten
to pull our attention away from you. Let us unclench our fists and release these things:

We release all that we have done today–
whether for good or for ill.
We release all that we feel like we should have done today,
but did not do.
We release all that we need to do tomorrow.
We release our fear.
We release our anxiety.
We release our impatience.
We release our pride.
All of the thoughts, all of the feelings that pull us away from you,
O God, we release. [silence]
Fill us now with the joy and the peace of your deep, abiding presence.
We offer all of ourselves to you, our One God, Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer. Amen
*HYMN (Blue 376)….....................“Love Divine, All Love’s Excelling”……….………….……..

Week 1 - Wednesday, March 4th
Granny’s (private room)
at 11:30am - 12:30pm
Week 2 - Wednesday, March 11th
Roman Oven (private room)
at 11:30am – 12:30pm
Week 3 - Wednesday, March 18th
at 11:30am – 12:30pm
Monroe’s Hot Dogs (private room)
Week 4 - Wednesday, March 25th
at 11:30am – 12:30pm
G.S.W. Pres House
St. Patricks’ Day theme
11:30am – 12:30pm
*Lunch is provided by our church,
but you are welcome to bring a dessert
First Presbyterian Church - (229) 924-2162
office@americuspresbyterian.org · www.americuspresbyterian.org

Ash Wednesday

On my forehead,
A sign of the cross,
Smudged in ash from the fire
That burned down the McMansion of my hubris,
And, with it,
The money I should have given away,
The television I used to numb my senses,
The carpet I should have been called on,
The doors I should have opened to others,
The envelopes I should have used
To send letters of love,
The wise books I shelved prominently
So that others would think I had read them,
The blank places in my photo albums
Where my darker moments should have been remembered,
The calendars where visits with the people who needed me most
Should have been scheduled,
The couch of my complacency,
The lounge-chair of my laziness,
The shirts I stuffed with my pride,
The moccasins I should have traded with others
So we could have walked miles in them.
On my forehead,
A sign of the crossroad
Where I can turn from the way of ruin
To the way of life.
“Ash Wednesday” By Jim Burklo

SCRIPTURE

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the
land tremble, for the day of the Lord is coming, it is near—2 a day of darkness and gloom, a
day of clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness spread upon the mountains a great and
powerful army comes; their like has never been from of old, nor will be again after them in
ages to come. 12 Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart, with fasting,
with weeping, and with mourning; 13 rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to
the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast
love, and relents from punishing. 14 Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and
leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for the Lord, your God?
15 Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly; 16 gather the people.
Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children, even infants at the breast.
Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her canopy. 17 Between the vestibule and
the altar let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep. Let them say, “Spare your people,
O Lord, and do not make your heritage a mockery, a byword among the nations. Why should
it be said among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’”
CALL TO CONFESSION
2 Cor. 5:20b—6:10
“On behalf of Christ, we entreat you: Be reconciled to God. For our sake, God made
him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Christ we might become the righteousness of
God. For God says, ‘At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on the day of salvation I
have helped you.’ See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation!”
With faith and hope, let us confess our sin.”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Create in me a clean heart, O God;

put a new and right spirit within me.
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
Create in me a clean heart, O God;

put a new and right spirit within me.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.
Create in me a clean heart, O God;

put a new and right spirit within me.
SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Now take a moment and silently confess your personal sin to God.

Psalm 51

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Isaiah 58:1-12

“You shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, and God will say,
‘Here I am.’ The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places
and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail.”
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

* GLORIA PATRI (Blue 579)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost!
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen. Amen.
*HYMN (Blue 78)…....................“Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed”……….…...……..……………
SCRIPTURE
2 Corinthians 5: 20b - 6:10
20 So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us;
we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made
him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness
of God.
6 As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in
vain. 2 For he says, “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of
salvation I have helped you.” See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day
of salvation! as punished, and yet not killed; 10 as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing;
as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.

*ANNOINTING
Adults and children alike are invited to come forward, pew by pew,
to be anointed with ashes and oil.
Please form a line down the center aisle.
When you have received the ashes on your forehead please return to your seat by
walking down the side/window aisle.
(If you are unable to come forward, we will bring the ashes to you.)
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
*HYMN (Blue 85)…………….……“What Wondrous Love is this” …………………………………...
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul What wondrous love is this,
O my soul What wondrous love is this That caused the Lord of bliss To bear the dreadful
curse for my soul, for my soul, To bear the dreadful curse for my soul!
To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing To God and to the Lamb I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb, Who is the great I AM, While millions join the theme,
I will sing, I will sing, While millions join the theme, I will sing.
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; And when from death I’m free,
I’ll sing on. And when from death I’m free I’ll sing and joyful be,
And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, And through eternity I’ll sing on.

*ASHES and ANNOINTING

Why ashes on the forehead? The ashes simply make visible to all that we live our lives
under the sign of the cross, which means we live our lives openly as servants of Jesus.
The cross is our "brand." While the ashes remind us we will all die, the form of the
ashes as the sign of the cross says we belong to Christ; and as such in these
days ahead, we will try to live that out as fully as we can -- even as we lead
others to make a similar commitment, come Easter.

CLOSING PRAYER
May God, who has forgiven us now make us strong for these days ahead.
May Jesus lead us, and we be found faithful to follow.
May the Spirit drive us into the wilderness, burning away the chaff of our
lives, and purifying our hearts for all to see and be blessed. Amen.
BENEDICTION

1 Thess. 5:23

“’May the God of peace make you holy in every way
and keep your whole being—spirit, soul, and body—free from every fault at the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ.’ Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.”

