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“Stardust” (Inspired by Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21)  Created by Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity 
Acrylic on raw canvas with digital drawing 

 
 

Many of us begin Lent with ashen marks smudged against our foreheads, the oil  
glistening on our skin throughout the rest of the day. It’s a mark that is holy because it 

tells the truth: we are formed from the dust, and to dust we shall one day return. We are 
not immortal. Death will one day find us all. However, as we’ve crafted this Lenten 

 series around the theme, Full to the Brim, we’ve found ourselves asking for more from 
our Lenten journey. Yes, death will surely find me one day, inhaling me into that  

infinite abyss. But the cross on my forehead only tells me part of the story. The empty 
tomb tells me a fuller, more expansive truth: death will not have the last word.  

There is more. God is more. 
 

This expansive truth requires more of us. It invites us to abandon empty or showy  
practices of faith, and instead, draw inward to open ourselves to a deeper journey of 

transformation. It requires me to believe that I am truly worthy of love, belonging, and 
grace. It requires me to believe others are also. In this Lenten season, we’ve reimagined 
this Ash Wednesday ritual. What if, instead of ashes, gold gleamed on our foreheads? 

What if, alongside the certainty of death, we are also reminded of God’s expansive grace? 
What if on this day we said to one another, “From stardust you have come, and to  

stardust you shall one day return”? 
—Artist Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity 



 

 
Wednesday, March 2, 2022 - 6:00 p.m.  

Ash Wednesday Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                       Camron Cummings, Organist 
    
 
 
 

*OPENING HYMN (Glory to God #466, insert).................................................................. 
“Come and Fill Our Hearts” 

 
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                              (Joel 2:12) 
“Even now, declares the Lord, 
return to me with all your heart.”  

Roll up your sleeves. 
Let down your guard. 
Come in from the storm. 
Make yourself at home. 

Pull up to the table. 
Release the tension in your jaw. 
Take a deep breath. 
Return to God 
with all your heart. 

May it be so. 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God #471, insert)................................................................................... 
“O Lord, Hear My Prayer” 

 
 
 
 

 

  

 

*ASHES and ANOINTING  
Adults and children alike are invited to come forward, pew by pew,  

to be anointed with ashes and oil.  
Please form a line down the center aisle. 

When you have received the ashes on your forehead please return to your seat by  
walking down the side/window aisle.  

 

(If you are unable to come forward, we will bring the ashes to you.) 
 

Why ashes on the forehead? The ashes simply make visible to all that we live our lives 
under the sign of the cross, which means we live our lives openly as servants of Jesus. 

The cross is our "brand." While the ashes remind us we will all die, the form of the  
ashes as the sign of the cross says we belong to Christ; and as such in these days 

ahead, we will try to live that out as fully as we can -- even as we lead others to make a 
similar commitment, come Easter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BENEDICTION 
We believe in an expansive love that healed the sick, 

welcomed the children, and saw this world as it could be. 
We believe that that expansive love runs over the edges of our lives, 

smoothing our rough places, and pulling us home. 
We call that expansive love Yaweh and Creator God, Jesus and Divine Creator. 

Thanks be to God for a Love like that. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Work’s Cited 
~Ash Wednesday Prayers adapted from a prayer by Rev. Sarah Are Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sancti-

fiedart.org.  



 

 

 

 

 
   

 

*HYMN (Glory to God #227)…………................................................................................... 
“Jesus, Remember Me” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   



  

16 Gather the people; 
        prepare a holy meeting; 
        assemble the elders; 
        gather the children, 
            even nursing infants. 
Let the groom leave his room 
        and the bride her chamber. 
17 Between the porch and the altar 
        let the priests, the Lord’s ministers, weep. 
    Let them say, “Have mercy, Lord, on your people, 
        and don’t make your inheritance a disgrace, 
        an example of failure among the nations. 
    Why should they say among the peoples, 
        ‘Where is their God?’”  

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
20 So we are ambassadors who represent Christ. God is negotiating with you through 
us. We beg you as Christ’s representatives, “Be reconciled to God!” 21 God caused the 
one who didn’t know sin to be sin for our sake so that through him we could become 
the righteousness of God. 6 1 Since we work together with him, we are also begging 
you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 2 He says, I listened to you at the right 
time, and I helped you on the day of salvation. Look, now is the right time! Look, now is 
the day of salvation! 
3 We don’t give anyone any reason to be offended about anything so that our ministry 
won’t be criticized. 4 Instead, we commend ourselves as ministers of God in every way. 
We did this with our great endurance through problems, disasters, and stressful  
situations. 5 We went through beatings, imprisonments, and riots. We experienced 
hard work, sleepless nights, and hunger. 6 We displayed purity, knowledge, patience, 
and generosity. We served with the Holy Spirit, genuine love, 7 telling the truth, and 
God’s power. We carried the weapons of righteousness in our right hand and our left 
hand. 8 We were treated with honor and dishonor and with verbal abuse and good 
evaluation. We were seen as both fake and real, 9 as unknown and well known, as  
dying—and look, we are alive! We were seen as punished but not killed, 10 as going 
through pain but always happy, as poor but making many rich, and as having nothing 
but owning everything. 
 
 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     

 

 

 

 

 

 
   



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Loving Creator, we are here, telling stories of dust. 
We are here, trying to shake the dust out of our ears so that we might hear you clearly. 
We are here, hoping that showing up is the first step in returning to you.  
Scoop us up in your embrace and carry us to a place of truth. 
Clear the smog that makes it hard to see. Clear the dust that makes it hard to hear.  
We are at the edge of our seats. We are listening for you. 
Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE              Joel 2: 1-2, 12-17 
Blow the horn in Zion; 
    give a shout on my holy mountain! 
Let all the people of the land tremble, 
    for the day of the Lord is coming. 
It is near— 
2     a day of darkness and no light, 
    a day of clouds and thick darkness! 
Like blackness spread out upon the mountains, 
    a great and powerful army comes, 
        unlike any that has ever come before them, 
        or will come after them in centuries ahead.  
 

12 Yet even now, says the Lord, 
    return to me with all your hearts, 
        with fasting, with weeping, and with sorrow; 
13 tear your hearts 
        and not your clothing. 
    Return to the Lord your God, 
        for he is merciful and compassionate, 
        very patient, full of faithful love, 
            and ready to forgive. 
14 Who knows whether he will have a change of heart 
    and leave a blessing behind him, 
    a grain offering and a drink offering 
            for the Lord your God? 
15 Blow the horn in Zion; 
        demand a fast; 
        request a special assembly. 

 

 

 

 

 
   

CALL TO CONFESSION 
Lent can sometimes get a negative reputation. It’s viewed as the season in our faith 
when we give things up, we prepare for the worst. However, I cannot help but imagine 
that God wants more for us than just six weeks of discipline or six weeks without 
chocolate. I cannot help but imagine that God wants a life for us so expansive that 
faith, joy, and hope flow over the edges. So let us confess, not because we have to 
suffer our way through Lent, but because the truth moves us one step closer to that  
expansive faith. Let us pray: 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND WORDS OF FORGIVENESS  

Holy God, I confess: I don’t return to you fully. 
I share with you the pieces of my life that are convenient. 
I forget that I am called, invited, and loved with all that I am— including my 
mess, my beauty, my faith, and my doubt. 
Forgive me, and give me a heart that longs to return. 

Friend, God sees you. God hears you. God loves you.  
You are forgiven and claimed with all that you are. Rest in that good news. 
Thanks be to God, amen. 
 

 

*HYMN (Glory to God #544)………….................................................................................. 
“Bless the Lord” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


