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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Americus, Georgia
A community of faith, responding to God’s call.
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ.
Each month, Blaze will highlight a member of Flint River Presbytery in the hope that a greater sense of community will assist
all of us in spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This month we highlight First Presbyterian Church of Americus, GA.

An interested group of Christians was responsible for the founding of the Americus Presbyterian Church on the 19th
of June, 1842, just ten years after the incorporation of the city of Americus. This was the first church of any
denomination to be formally organized in Americus. On January 28, 1851, the
first lot for a church building was purchased, located on Cotton Avenue. The
small church erected on this lot later burned, but through the untiring efforts of
the members, a new church was erected on a lot on the north side of Lamar
Street, near today’s water tower.
Approval for the church formation was given by the Flint River Presbytery. The
founding Christians deserve to be known by those who have come after. It was
through their devotion that the church was founded. Those responsible for this
event were Mr. George M. Dudley and his wife Caroline, H. K. McCay and his
wife Catherine, Eleanor Gibson, Mary McCay, William J. Patterson, Mary Lynes
and Rebecca Daniel. The original elders installed June 19, 1842, were
George M. Dudley, H. K. McCay, and
William J. Patterson. There is no record
of Deacons until 1871.
Back in those days no church was complete until a bell was hung in the
steeple. Our present bell is the first and only bell the church has ever
owned. It still tolls for the morning worship service as it has done for many
years. The bell has rung for special occasions such as marriages, funerals,
and the ends of wars. It was even a fire bell for the Lee Street fire Department for a time. It rang daily from November 1979, until January, 1981, for
the release of the American hostages in Iran.
In April 2015, carillon bells were installed in the church steeple. Every day
at 12 noon beautiful hymns can be heard throughout downtown Americus. The bells were given by the Studstill
family in memory of Roy Studstill, a long time member of First Presbyterian.

Let peace flow like a river wetting the barren
Shores, nourishing growth of tolerance, respect and
Understanding between people and nations.
May justice rise as a fresh breeze and grow to a
strong wind sweeping greed, prejudice and hate
from the halls of our consciousness.
Calm the restless tumult within our being so that
we may again be aware that You are ever present.
Place Your healing hands on the hearts of the
grieving and the despondent and on the pain
racked bodies of those suffering from disease or injury.
Let the truth of Your word fill our hearts so that we
may be lifted to a new height of morality in our lives.
Instill a renewed commitment to live in response to
Your love and convey that love to the children in
our homes and community.

Dr. Cofer wrote the piece above based on a compilation of thoughts by his
Sunday School Class reflecting on hopes and prayers they had for the new millennium.

Charles M. Wheatley built the Victorian-Gothic structure from blueprints that were drawn by a Columbus architect. The structure was
made entirely of materials from Georgia. There are enormous pine
beams that support the roof and that are exposed to the viewer’s eye
inside the sanctuary. The ceiling is of dark wood; cream colored upper
plaster walls lend a lovely contrast. Beautiful stained glass windows
catch the sunlight. The pews are made of pine with walnut ornamentation. The interior of the sanctuary gives the appearance of an old
English sailing vessel.
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The building was completed
and dedicated in 1884. This
structure is the oldest existent
church building in Americus.
The beautiful stained glass window on the south side of the
building is a memorial to Louise Wheatley, wife of builder Charles M. Wheatley. She worked
untiringly with her husband for the completion of the building, but
God called her before it was finished. Mr. Wheatley gave the window
in her memory. It is located opposite the pew where she sat with her
family and where her Sunday School classes assembled for their
lesson.
At one point during the Civil War it was feared that Sherman’s troops
would come through Americus. Concerned for the safety of the
Communion silver, a quaint little pitcher and two
silver goblets, Mrs. Dudley and Mrs. Patterson
buried the silver at the Patterson home which
was located out from the city. When news came
that Sherman had turned east at Buena Vista,
the silver was retrieved from its burial place and
used for many years. Cathedral lights and a chandelier were added to the sanctuary in 1970. They
were a bequest of two ladies who were members and had diligently worked during their lifetimes to raise money for this project.
The most recent work on the Sanctuary was undertaken in 2000-2001 when an effort was made
to renovate the space and restore some features that had been changed over the years. Mobile home
paneling which had been added to the choir loft to cover the windows was removed. The wall to wall shag
carpet was removed, and the heart pine floors plus all the woodwork including the trusses and ceiling were
cleaned. The choir loft was redesigned to move the organ back to its original place. The second post from
the right, which had been cut off and made into a lectern base, was returned to its original position, and a
new truss was added to help center the front of the space, returning the sense of balanced asymmetry
typical to Victorian architecture.

As grateful as we are for the facility, however, it is
the people at First Presbyterian who are truly the
heart of the congregation. Whether it is worshipping together every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m.,
or packing bags of food for Stop Hunger Now, or
volunteering at the Community Service Ministry,
the congregation has a heart for serving God
through word and deed. We love our town, Americus, and have greatly enjoyed participating in community events, like the town Fall Festival or
providing a facility for the local Girl Scouts. Mission
stirs our hearts and during Advent the congregation raised enough funds to purchase an entire well
through the PC(USA) giving catalog, as well as continuing to support numerous missionaries. During Lent we
participated in the S.A.M.A. (Sumter Area Ministerial Association) Holy Week services and served BBQ to
over 100 people before worshipping together as a community (and not just any BBQ….good, local Georgia
BBQ!).

Easter 2016 at First Presbyterian Americus

This Easter we see new life in the church through
the power of Jesus Christ. We are grateful for each
other, grateful for our fellow believers in the Presbytery, and grateful for the hope we ALL find in the
grace of Christ.
It is that hope and peace that leads us into the
future. Thanks be to God for all the good news
coming from our local churches. May we all rest in
the everlasting arms of our Savior.

Preparing for the hunt ... The rain could
not stop these mighty egg hunters!

First Presbyterian Staff

Pictures
First Pres Americus hosted the Holy Week Service, organized by Sumter
Area Ministerial Association, on Tuesday, March 22nd. Guest pastor was
the Rev. DeRienzia Johnson from Bethesda Baptist Church.

Servers Joy Thompson, Jim Marble, Fred
Richmond and Tom McFarland

Pastor Sommer Fulmer Bower

Current Elders include: Tom Collins, Jim Griffith, Jim Herron, Tim Reynolds, Richard Pollette, Schley Gatewood,
Sharon McFarland, Earl Williams and Bill Krenson. Not
pictured is Cara Hawkins.

Beautiful wooden cross loaned by
Emily Collins.

Denise Watson, Secretary

Servers Tom McFarland, Sharon Parks
and Fred Richmond

Lenard Martin, Jr., pianist

Rev. Sommer Bower welcomes the
guests to First Presbyterian

Rev. DeRienzia Johnson from Bethesda Baptist Church, guest pastor.

Lenard Martin, Jr., pianist

Bill Krenson, Treasurer

Meda Krenson,
Financial Secretary

Kerstin Cherrbboneau,
Housekeeping

Rev. Sommer Fulmer Bower
Pastor, First Presbyterian Americus
From my childhood in Roswell, Georgia to today I
see God's hand in my life through the nurturing
care of loving parents, dedicated teachers, incredible mentors and faithful friends.
After graduating from Roswell High School, I set
off with the Hope Scholarship to Georgia Southwestern State University with a strong desire to be
a high school history teacher. As my faith grew
through college ministries at GSW's Pres House,
the Holy Spirit began to gently tug me towards
church ministry. As the process of discernment
continued I joined First Presbyterian of Americus,
Georgia and applied to Princeton Theological Seminary to pursue my Master of Divinity Degree.
Every step since that moment has felt like a confirmation that God was directing my life with a mightier hand than my own. My time at Princeton was
precious and sacred, filled with incredible people
who broadened my faith and grounded my knowledge and love of Scripture. Numerous seminary
programs helped to show me the depth of God's
powerful love, such as my summer at Phoebe
Putney Memorial Hospital in Albany, Georgia.
That love is what carried me through my second
year of seminary, when I lost both of my parents:
my father to suicide and my mother to an infection, four months to the day from one another.
This experience turned my world upside down, but
it also taught me how to pray without words and
to grieve with hope.
During seminary I also met Joshua Bower, the love
of my life. My marriage has shown me how to fight
kindly, love deeply and be truly committed to
something beyond yourself. We have been mightily blessed with two children: Cade Joshua, age 7
and Dianna Margaret, age 5.

Joshua accepted the call to First Presbyterian in
Whiteville, North Carolina in January 2006 and I
took a call to Lake Waccamaw Presbyterian in
September. I have profoundly loved pastoring a
small congregation in a small town with a mighty
spirit and desire to serve their Lord. In my nine
years there we grew both in numbers and in
sheer energy. Joshua is now serving Albany First
Presbyterian.
As the years have passed with numerous Bible
Studies, baptisms, marriages, funerals, session
retreats, leadership challenges, mission trips to
Mexico, personality conflicts, a complete sanctuary restoration, and even disagreements over
where to keep the ice cream scooper in the
church kitchen - I have been reminded over and
over how the church really is one big family.

Celebration of Faith 2016

My heart beats for this family, so I am continually
being stretched in what it means to live and love
in community.
I have not found perfection in my personal family
or the church family, but what I have found is
abiding love and constant hope. I am excited
about my growth in Jesus Christ and serving God
as a pastor, wife, mother, sister, friend, and community member. God has constantly been at
work in my life and I am eager for the next adventure God has in store.

STOP HUNGER NOW - In October 2015 First Pres
participated in the packing of food boxes at First
Presbyterian Albany. First Pres is pleased to announce that we will be hosting Stop Hunger Now
on Sunday, October 2, 2016.

SHARING THE WARMTH - Each year First Pres partners with area churches, schools and other organizations to collect coats, hats, gloves and blankets
for the homeless and needy of Sumter County.

During the 1990's, under the guidance of Rev. Dr. Richard Hart, pastor of First Pres at the time, the
church opened Community Service Ministries. The building at 127 Jackson Street is still to this day
used by CSM to help the less fortunate citizens of Sumter County with utility bills and help with
getting their prescriptions. CSM is open on Tuesday and Thursday mornings and is staffed by
volunteers.
In 2011, local nurses and doctors set up the Sumter Faith Clinic in the same CSM building. Sumter
Faith Clinic is a free walk in clinic to assist patients who need medical help. It is staffed by volunteer
physicians, nurses and other assistants. Sumter Faith Clinic is open every Monday and Thursday.
In addition, once quarterly the Americus Lions Club and Dr. Chanh Tu offer free eye exams at 127
Jackson Street.

Denise Watson was hired as church secretary in December
2010. She had some big shoes to fill after the retirement of
Sharon Parks who had been the secretary for over 20 years.

from Georgia State. About that time I met Meda. We dated
for about five years and in 1979 we were married at Trinity
Presbyterian Church in Atlanta.

Raised in Youngstown, Ohio, Denise relocated to Albany, GA in
1972. She enjoys watching and
cheering on the Ohio State Buckeyes!

We lived and worked in Atlanta for about three more years
when we got the bug to move. My sister had moved to
Americus and we visited her and fell in love with the town.
Meda’s aunt and uncle and their children lived here so we had
family here. I accepted a job with a local CPA firm and we
moved to Americus in 1982. I have been a CPA in public
practice since then.

Denise was a medical transcriptionist for a urology practice in
Albany for almost 20 years. She
has been married to Eddie Watson for 26 years. Eddie retired
from MCLB Albany in January 2015. They have two sons, Michael (Baton Rouge, LA) and Donnie (wife Sandi, and four
grandchildren) living in the Orlando area. Denise and Eddie
have lived on their small farm in north Leesburg since 1994.
They are both active at Leesburg United Methodist Church
where Eddie is Chairman of the Church Council and President
of the United Methodist Men. Denise enjoys working with the
church graphics through photographs, volunteering in the
nursery and is a member of the United Methodist Women’s
group.
Together they enjoy camping in their RV, visiting their grandchildren in Florida and spending time with their dogs (a 12 year
old chihuahua named Romeo and a 2 year old
dachshund named Snickers).
Bill and Meda Krenson
serve as Treasurer and
Financial Secretary at
First Pres.
Bill Krenson, Church Treasurer, First Presbyterian Church of
Americus.
I was born in Macon, Georgia in September, 1948. My family
moved to Atlanta in 1955. I grew up there.

In February 2016, First Presbyterian opened
their hearts and a vacant scout hut building
to Narcotics Anonymous who meet twice
weekly. First Pres is blessed to be able to
help those in Sumter County who struggle
with addiction.

First Pres supports the local food bank Harvest of Hope with monthly monetary and
non-perishable food items. We designate
the first Sunday of every month and Harvest
of Hope food donation Sunday.

My family and I were members of Saint Anne’s Episcopal
Church where I was active in Sunday School and Youth Group.
After high school I attended Andrew College, in Cuthbert.
After two years at Andrew, I transferred to Georgia Southern,
in Statesboro, where I earned a BS in Economics in 1970. I
joined the Army and served 20 months, 8 months of which in
Viet Nam. I attained the rank of Specialist 5th Class and earned
the Bronze Star. I returned to Atlanta and got my first job as an
examiner for the National Association of Securities Dealers
(NASD). I worked at that job for two years then quit to go back
to college to study accounting. I received a BBA in Accounting

Soon after moving to Americus we joined First Presbyterian
Church. I have been active in the church. I was asked to teach
high school Sunday school which I did and loved for over ten
years. I became Church Treasurer around 1986 and have
served in that role ever since. I became a deacon and later an
elder. I am also active in several organizations here: the
Kiwanis Club, the Friends of the Library, the Housing Authority
of Americus, and Friends of the Rylander Theater.
I enjoy road bike riding and light jogging, reading and relaxing
on the back porch.
Meda Krenson, Financial Secretary, First Presbyterian Church
of Americus.
I was born in Columbus, Georgia, in March, 1950, and moved
to Atlanta in 1952. My family attended and was very active in
Trinity Presbyterian Church. After receiving my architecture
degree from Rice University in Houston, I returned to work in
Atlanta and became a registered architect in 1976.
After marrying Bill in 1979, we moved to Americus in 1981
where we both had family connections. We joined First Presbyterian Church and quickly became involved. I have been
Financial Secretary since the mid 80’s. I also am in Presbyterian Women and was in the choir and hand bells when they
were active. I was the architect for several church projects—
the Parlor/nursery/library building remodeling, the Fellowship Hall/kitchen addition, and the Sanctuary restoration. An
inactive Elder, I currently serve on the Personnel Committee
and the Building & Grounds Committee.
Bill and I have two sons—Will and Eddie, ages 28 and 25—who
have kept us busy over the years. We live in an old house,
which also keeps us busy.
My community activities include the Historic Preservation
Commission, the Kiwanis Club, Sumter Players, and Junior
Service League. My busiest and most challenging “job” is my
seat on the Sumter County School Board.
At the Presbytery level, I served two terms on the Committee
on Ministry and am now on the Personnel Committee.

Kerstin Cherrbboneau, church housekeeper.
I came to Americus in 1998 from Pismo Beach, California
and found an abundance of work almost immediately upon arrival. I have worked for many wonderful families
over the years including several First Presbyterian church
members.
I began working at First Pres in October 2007. Shortly
thereafter, I met the love of my life, Sam Palmer, who
was also employed at First Pres for a few years.
I have four children: Ian, age 30; Ashley, age 25; Kyle, age
18 and Tiffany, age 16.
I am truly blessed to be here to serve the needs of the
Americus, Georgia community.

Lenard Martin, Jr., is pianist at First Presbyterian Americus. He began playing for First Pres in 2014.
In the Fall 2015, Lenard wow the crowd with his senior
piano recital at GSW.
Lenard is preparing for his graduation from Georgia
Southwestern State University this spring.
First Pres is grateful for Lenard sharing his gift of music
with the congregation each Sunday morning.

First Pres is truly blessed to have Pastor Sommer, Bill, Denise,
Kerstin, Lenard and Meda on staff at First Presbyterian Americus.

A Garden Well of Living Waters
The Samaritan woman asked, “Why do you, a And we did it! WE RAISED OVER $1,250 TO PURJewish man, ask for something to drink from me, CHASE A GARDEN WELL! (insert shouts of “hurray”
a Samaritan woman?” (Jews and Samaritans “AMEN” “Praise God” and more!)
didn’t associate with each other.) Jesus responded,
“If you recognized God’s gift and who is saying to The mission committee had tears in their eyes
you, ‘Give me some water to drink,’ you would be when they counted the donations and realized
asking him and he would give you living water.” enough had been raised to buy an entire garden
The woman said to him, “Sir, you don’t have a well. The new well will help thousands in an area
bucket and the well is deep. Where would you get in Ghana where one in five persons have no access to clean water.
this living water—John 4:9-11
Water. Everything that has a heartbeat needs it to Praise God. Praise God for deep wells of living
live. But not just any water, good water. Living water which bring life. Praise God for giving
water that moves, is clean and free of disease. hearts to give to those in need. Praise God for
Water that nourishes, sustains and frees the path communities of faith who are blessed so they
for growth. We take for granted the clean water might be a blessing. Hurray. Amen. Praise God.
that flows from our sinks at home. We take for
granted that our clean drinking water nourishes Pastor Sommer
our bodies. We are blessed. And this Christmas
our congregation decided to be a blessing to oth- All who are thirsty should come to me! All who
believe in me should drink! As the scriptures said
ers.
concerning me, “Rivers of living water will flow
Our church mission project for Christmas 2015 out from within him.” (John 7:37-39 CEB)
helped to point our congregation towards sharing
the gift of clean water halfway around the world.
The mission committee of First Presbyterian
brought the recommendation to session to make
a “Garden Well” the Christmas focus through the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Giving Catalog.
A well provides clean water for drinking, bathing,
and irrigations to an entire community. It changes
the lives of countless people by giving them a
reliable and convenient source of water. Church
members were invited to donate whatever they
felt called to give towards the gift of a garden well.

Presbyterian Online Gift Catalog

